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Abstract:

Criminal cases are among the most sensitive and serious types of legal disputes, which has
led most legislations to grant riminal judges broad discretionary powers in handling the various
elements of a criminal case. These powers allow the judge to determine the proper legal
classification of the offense, assess the evidence presented, and accordingly select and impose
the appropriate and just penalty.

However, such broad discretionary authority may open the door to potential judicial
arbitrariness or abuse of power, which could endanger individual rights and freedoms.
Therefore, there is an urgent need for clear legal safeguards that regulate and frame this
discretionary power, in order to ensure its proper use, prevent any misuse or deviation, and
strike a balance between judicial authority and the protection of litigants' rights




