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Abstract:

Human trafficking is classified as one of the most serious transnational crimes, ranking third
globally after drug and arms trafficking. It targets human dignity through exploitation in forced or
sexual labor, and even organ trafficking. This crime has evolved from traditional forms of slavery
into complex networks that exploit the poor conditions of victims in all areas of life, leaving
behind a devastated society. To combat it at the international level, a robust legal framework has
been established, represented by the Palermo Protocol to the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime. This protocol provides a comprehensive definition of the crime
and emphasizes the need for countries to cooperate in combating it. Algerian lawmakers have
followed suit and responded to international requirements by issuing Law 04-23, which adopted a
strict punitive policy to eradicate it while strengthening preventive and protective mechanisms to

reintegrate and assist victims, in an effective and concerted effort to eradicate the crime.

Keywords: Human trafficking, Palermo Protocol, organized crime, exploitation, slavery,

prevention and combat mechanisms.



