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Abstract:

- This study, entitled “A Reading in Pragmatics: The Oxford School
as a Model,” has allowed us to address, within its theoretical
framework, the most prominent structural theories that preceded
the emergence of pragmatics, such as structuralism and
transformational generativity. However, they quickly declined, and
these two trends are no longer dominant in the field of linguistic
studies, as contemporary knowledge has provided analytical
linguistic models that have completed the deficiency or angles that
were not addressed by previous studies. And to define pragmatics
and its most prominent theories, we also tried to reach the
qualitative shift in the study of language and the great impact of
the theory of language games, which is considered part of the

107



trend of linguistic philosophy, on the emergence of the most
important topics in pragmatics studies, which is “speech acts.”...

- In its practical framework, we have attempted to examine the
remarkable progress of the subject of pragmatics through the work
of the Oxford School of Analysis. The efforts presented by Austin,
Searle, and Grice gave impetus to the progress of pragmatics
studies and the definition of their subjects of study. Among the
issues discussed and taken into account in analyzing the issue of
speech acts is conversational entailment. We also discussed the
content of the "direct linguistic (speech) act" according to Austin
and Searle through the "theory of speech acts.”" We also discussed
the content of Grice's "indirect linguistic act” and the rules he
proposed within the framework of the "cooperative principle"
included in the theory of conversational entailment.
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