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Summary:

This paper highlights the critical importance of color in cinema,
demonstrating that it is not merely a decorative or aesthetic element,
but rather an effective expressive tool with multiple semantic,
psychological, and aesthetic dimensions. The study demonstrated
that the evolution of color use in films, from black and white to
contemporary digital cinema, reflects a growing awareness among
filmmakers of the ability of color to influence the viewer's perception
and emotional behavior. The paper also addressed the theoretical
dimensions related to the nature of color, its divisions, and its
connotations, focusing on its role in shaping the cinematic image and
guiding the visual reading of the film text. Color does more than
merely decorate the image; it also performs narrative and
psychological functions, such as expressing the mood of characters,
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intensifying symbolic meaning, and creating a visual atmosphere that
aligns with the tone and content of the film. The theoretical aspect
was supported by a practical application on the film Joker. The study
demonstrated how color was intelligently used to reflect the main
character's profound psychological transformations, highlight
internal conflicts, and enhance the film's visual and narrative rhythm.
Here, color played a pivotal role in building tension, intensifying
drama, and shaping the overall aesthetic structure.

Keywords: Color — Cinema — Semantics — Reception — Joker
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