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Summary:

International responsibility for protecting the natural environment during armed conflicts has
gained growing importance under international humanitarian law (IHL), due to the severe
damage wars inflict on ecosystems. IHL seeks to limit warfare methods and means through
instruments such as the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their 1977 Additional Protocols, as well
as environmental agreements like the 1976 ENMOD Convention. These instruments emphasize
the need to safeguard the environment as a common heritage of humanity and hold parties
accountable for deliberate or negligent environmental harm during conflicts. However, practical
enforcement faces challenges due to weak monitoring and accountability mechanisms, calling
for enhanced legal frameworks and international cooperation to ensure environmental protection
in times of war.
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