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Summary

The protection of the natural environment has become increasingly vital due to the
destructive capacity of modern weaponry, particularly weapons of mass
destruction. Environmental damage caused by such weapons—through the
pollution of air, water, and soil—can have severe, long-term effects on ecosystems
and human life, often extending beyond the borders of conflict zones due to natural
forces.

International humanitarian law recognizes the need for environmental protection
during armed conflict. Treaties such as the 1977 Additional Protocol | to the
Geneva Conventions and the 1976 Environmental Modification Convention
prohibit the use of warfare methods likely to cause widespread, long-term, and
severe harm to the environment. These legal frameworks affirm the global
responsibility to preserve natural ecosystems, even in times of war



