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Abstract:

The critical readings of poetic texts in the Arab heritage constituted diverse tributaries for
an Arab critical method that combined the authenticity of taste with the precision of artistic
standards, derived from the development of theoretical knowledge in various fields, especially
after the Arab environment opened up to the cultures of other nations such as the Greek and the
Persian. This enabled classical Arab criticism to establish an integrated critical method based on
more accurate and rigorous criteria in approaching the poetic text.

In this context, al-Amidi’s Al-Muwazanah represents a distinctive critical experience that
marked the transition of classical Arab criticism from taste to method, and from subjectivity to
objectivity. This was achieved through the adoption of new mechanisms in reading and
interpreting the poetic text, according to a methodological vision that takes into account the
artistic structure of the text and makes it the foundation for every critical approach seeking to
establish objective standards of excellence and deficiency, thereby fulfilling the conditions of
objective comparison in evaluating the poetic experience.

Keywords: Classical Criticism — Reading and Interpretation — Method of Al-Muwazanah
— Objective Standards of Comparison.
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