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Abstract

This study examines the influence and authority of the Janissary corps in the
Regency of Algiers between 1519 and 1671, under Ottoman rule. The Janissaries
represented the main military force that repelled Spanish threats and consolidated
Ottoman authority. However, their role extended beyond the military sphere to
encompass politics, society, and the economy. They intervened in the appointment
and dismissal of governors and controlled important state resources such as war
spoils, taxes, maritime, and commercial activities. Moreover, they enjoyed social
privileges that often turned them into a de facto authority competing with the Deys
and Pashas. Their influence thus carried a dual character: on the one hand,
defending the Regency against European ambitions, and on the other, provoking

internal unrest that weakened its stability.

Keywords: Janissary corps, Ottoman Empire, Regency of Algiers, Beylerbeys,
Pashas, Aghas, political influence, military power, economic influence, social

influence.



