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Abstract

Marine biodiversityis a cornerstone of global ecological balance but
isincreasinglythreatened by humanactivities, prompting the need for international legal
protection. The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982)
establishedprinciples for the sustainable use and protection of marine resources. The
Convention on Biological Diversity (1992) extended protection to include marine
geneticresources and sustainablebenefit-sharing. Current efforts focus on negotiating a
legally binding agreement on marine biodiversitybeyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ).
This treatyaims to filllegal gaps and ensureequitableaccess to and conservation of
marine biodiversity. However, itssuccessdepends on strongpoliticalwill and effective
international monitoring mechanisms. Thus, multilateralcooperation and balancing
national sovereigntywith global environmentalinterests are essential for long-
termsustainability.

Keywords: Marine biodiversity, international environmentallaw, UNCLOS, CBD, BBNJ
agreement, sustainability, areas beyond national jurisdiction.







