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Abstract:

This study aimed to explore the body image of unmarried girls who have
undergone mastectomy due to breast cancer. To achieve this goal, we conducted a
field study on a case of an unmarried girl who had a breast amputation as a result of
cancer. The study was carried out at the Oncology Department in Saida, using the
clinical method. A case study approach was followed, employing a semi-structured
interview, observation, and the Body Image Scale translated into Arabic (L. Evers,
P. Verbanck, 2008). The results revealed the following:

- The unmarried girl diagnosed with breast cancer developed a negative body
image after the mastectomy. This negative perception was associated with feelings
of deficiency, loss of femininity, and psychological conflict between the self and the
body. These effects were manifested on both the conscious and unconscious levels.

Keywords: Body image, unmarried girl with mastectomy, breast cancer.
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