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Abstract:

At the beginning of the 16th century, Algeria was annexed to the Ottoman Empire,
which had a direct and significant impact on the development of urban architecture. Algiers
became one of the most prominent cities in the western Mediterranean basin. The aim of this
study is to provide a general overview of urban development in Ottoman Algeria based on
European prisoners’ memoirs. These memoirs offer detailed descriptions of various
architectural structures, with a particular focus on urban establishments such as markets and
palaces, religious buildings including mosques, zawiyas, and mausoleums, and military
structures like gates, fortresses, and citadels. Overall, the construction and architectural
movement in Algeria experienced a notable revival and steady growth throughout the
Ottoman period. The prisoners’ accounts provided precise and vivid portrayals of the city of
Algiers.

Keywords: Ottoman urbanism, prisoners’ memoirs, mosques, zawiyas, mausoleums,
palaces, markets, fortresses.
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