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Abstract:

At the beginning of the 16th century, Algeria witnessed a notable demographic
transformation, reflected in the diversity of its social composition. This included the Turkish
element representing the ruling class, the influx of Andalusians after the fall of Granada in
1492—the last Muslim stronghold in Spain—alongside the emergence of the Kouloughli
population, born from intermarriage between Turks and Algerian women. The Jewish
community also arrived after their expulsion from Andalusia. Moreover, maritime activity in
the Mediterranean basin contributed to an increase in the number of captives.
On the other hand, several factors led to a decline in population numbers, including

demographic disasters such as earthquakes, famines, and severe health crises like deadly
epidemics.

Keywords:
Algeria, population, demography, census, epidemic, famine, development.
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