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Summiary:

The growing necessity and urgent need to establish and strengthen
the principle of the rule of law, as well as to achieve international peace
and security, made it imperative to explore and develop mechanisms for
the settlement of international disputes. This led to the establishment of
the International Court of Justice (ICJ), recognized as the principal
judicial organ of the United Nations. Its primary mandate is to
adjudicate international legal disputes and interpret international
treaties. Among its most pronunent functions is the examination of
cases related to genocide under the 1948 Convention, as it possesses the

legal authority to assess violations and implement preventive measures.

In this context, genocide is defined as acts committed with the
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial, or
religious group. This crime is not subject to statutes of limitations,
meaning that justice may be delayed but these violations are never
forgotten. This ensures the right to prosecute such crimes as long as the
concerned states are parties to the Convention. This jurisdiction
became evident in the case brought by South Africa against Israel before
the Court in December 2023. South Africa based its claim on the fact
that both states are signatories to the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, thereby granting the Court the
authority to examine allegations that the Zionist entity has committed

acts of genocide in the Gaza Strip,

This case represents the first legal attempt before an international
body to halt acts of genocide against the Palestinian people in Gaza. By
takin This step, the Court has been given an opportunity to utilize

international legal mechanisms to hold perpetrators accountable by
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issuing provisional measures against them. This grants the Palestinian
cause an international legal dimension alongside its humanitarian
aspects, shifting the battle from the conflict zone to the halls of justice,

testing the credibility of the international legal system.
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