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Abstract:

This memorandum examines and analyzes the role played by the Almoravid state in protecting
Andalusia from the growing Christian threat during the fifth and sixth centuries AH (eleventh and
twelfth centuries AD). The interventions of the Almoravids, led by their emir Yusuf ibn Tashfin,
constituted a decisive response to the deteriorating conditions experienced by Muslims in Andalusia
after the disintegration of the Taifa kingdoms and the increasing military campaigns by the
Christian kingdoms of the north, led by the Kingdom of Castile. The memorandum highlights the
great importance of the Battle of Zallaga in 479 AH/1086 AD, which represented a strategic turning
point in the course of the conflict and confirmed the Almoravids' ability to repel Christian attacks
and restore the military balance in favor of Muslims. It also sheds light on the policies pursued by
the Almoravids after their unification of Andalusia, both military, reformist, and religious, which
helped delay the fall of the Andalusian capitals for decades. The study concludes that the
Almoravids played a pivotal role in defending Islam in Andalusia, and their intervention served as a
stronghold against Christian expansion during this critical phase of Muslim history in the Iberian
Peninsula. The study concludes that the Almoravids played a crucial role in delaying the fall of
Andalusia for several centuries and contributed to protecting Islamic cities from Christian invasion,

despite the internal challenges they faced in subsequent stages.

Word key:

- Taifa Kings - Christian Kingdoms - Yusuf ibn Tashfin - Almoravids - Alfonso IV .




