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This study examined the local forces in the city of Algiers and
their relationship with the ruling authority, focusing on the social and
functional structure of the city under Ottoman rule. It sought to
analyze how the social hierarchy was formed through various groups,
most notably the Turks and the ‘Ulaj (foreign mercenaries), who
represented the ruling elite, and the Kouloughlis, who acted as an
intermediary class between the rulers and the local population. In
addition, the study explored the urban population—including scholars,
nobles, notables, and Andalusians—who formed the base of society. It
also addressed the conditions of the dhimmis (Jews and Christians),
highlighting their economic and social roles in the city of Algiers. The
study adopted a historical-analytical approach to trace the relationship
between authority and society, showing how these dynamics
contributed to shaping Algiers as a political, military, and commercial
capital in the Western Mediterranean.

Keywords: City of Algiers, local forces, ruling elite, urban
population, dhimmis, relationship.
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