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Abstract:

In the history of Africa, the Sahara played a great civilizational role, if the desert
roads coming to West Africa were routes and routes through which Islamic Trade and
culture crossed to sub-Saharan Africa, the TUAT region is considered one of the Algerian
desert regions, which provided many trade routes linking it to the regions of the north,
south, east and west of the Sahara, as it was considered a link between the countries of the
North and south of the Sahara, especially the cultural centers located in Sudan.

The study focused on the most important caravan routes that passed through TUAT,
exchanged goods such as gold, salt dates, and slaves, in addition to the great role played by
the local population of merchants, scientists, and leaders in organizing trade, providing
security and services for caravans. The importance of this study lies in introducing the
region and its commercial role during successive centuries, considering that it has become
a market that mediates the markets of the North and the south, and not only its role in the
desert trade as a trading station, but also contributed to its commercial convoys.
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Desert trade; commercial caravans; commercial markets.
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