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Abstract

This work is a textual analysis of both ChirAzhebe’sThings Fall Apartand Ngugi
wa Thiong'o’sA Grain of Wheabased on the theoretical frame of the postcoldh&dry; for
the sake of demonstrating how both works as pamtél novels provide a counter discourse
for the literary canon. It is an attempt to condadbrm of immanent critique geared toward
satisfying in disciplinary requirement typically ethcollaboration between fiction and
postcolonial theory. For many years, Europeanargiand critics cemented their works upon
the assumptions that Non- European people werewzadk primitive and uncivilized. They
portrayed them as if they were beyond absoluterngtien. Primarily, this image was created
to enable the white man to legitimize and justify lomination over the supposedly inferior
beings. Realizing the necessity for them to narthtsr own story, many non-European
writers and critics including the African writersich as Chinua Achebe and Ngugi wa
Thiong'o took it upon themselves to challenge andnter the dubious western narratives
through presenting the emotional turmoil and théucal shock as well as the traumatic
colonial experience their people went throughTlings Fall Apart Achebe chose to display
his counter discourse through depicting the presal Igbo society with its highly complex
culture as well as the dramatic changes that wereght by the British colonizers. Whereas,
Ngugi in his A Grain of Wheatchose to talk about Kenya’'s resistance of theidBrit
Colonialism till it achieved its independence. Tamclude, both writers strive to tell their side
of the story. Eventually their works do not onlyegent a counter discourse to the literary

canon but also educate their follow Africans onirtpast.

Keyword: Postcolonial Literature, Counter discourse Literary canon, Colonialism
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General Introduction

Colonialism has always been a landmark anecarrent feature in the human history
and the impact it has especially on the coloniadgjexts is almost beyond repair. People
often colonize other people for many different cees sometimes it is for the sake of wealth

or land or even ideology and sometimes it is dorthé name of all of these three things.

Starting from the sixteenth century onwardsyrious European powers were
expending in Asia, Africa and the Americas. Theoaalism that took place during all that
period was often justified by unauthentic narragivehich were cemented upon the premise of
white race supremacy versus the backwardness afttie races and the heavy burden that
was placed on the shoulders of these white peopleeriighten and civilize these
“backwards”. These claims were often demonstratdtie works of the European writers and
critics. Ania Loomba in heColonialism/Post-colonialisntalks about this and point out Karl
Marx’s stand point on the issue colonialism. Intesgf Marx being well conscious of the
brutality of colonialism, he seems to think thatsitnecessary for the liberation of the non-
white societies, insinuating that these societresuacivilized and in desperate need of white
people’s help. (23) In the same book, Ani Loomalkst about another important figure,
Edward Said who talked about the same issue imbgt celebrated wor®rientalism .Ania

Loomba says:

Said’s book (Orientalism) denies the claim of obyety or innocence not only within
Oriental studies but on the part of any Westerrokekhip. It also implicates other human
and social sciences as they were traditionally tttomsd- anthropology, philology, art history,
history, economic and cultural studies, and literstudies. All these disciplines, for various
reasons, were inadequate for analyzing the colaoiastruction of knowledge and culture in
Said’s sense. Anthropological studies rested uperassumption that non-European peoples
were backward, primitive, quaint, sometimes eveobla’, but always different from the

products of Western civilization. (45-46)

As a way to counter this derogatory disceur®ostcolonial field was born.
Postcolonial figures started telling their sideéhee story and exposing the colonial narratives
that were nothing but bias and unjust in their @ayihg of the colonized subjects in every

spot in the world including Africa.
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The African novel which represents a strikilhgstration of the postcolonial literature
often displays the struggle to break free from pi@lsm, the aftermath of colonialism and so
on. One of the African writers who contributed e fpostcolonial field through their writings
are both the Kenyan writer Ngugi Wa Thiong’ O ahé Nigerian Writer Chinua Achebe.
Both writers played a role in providing a countescdurse to the literary canon and what is

known as the colonial discourse.

In this work the case of study will be Ngsg\ Grain of Wheat and Chinua Achebe’s

Things fall apart. Most importantly, this work wide answering the following question:

How do both Achebe’s Things Fall Apart and NgugksGrain of Wheat provide counter

discourses to the literary canon?

As a starting point, the whole work would lB@nented upon the presupposition or the
hypothesis that both novels actually provide a teudiscourse. Therefore the aim behind
this work is to show how both Ngugi’'s work and Abké& present a counter discourse. For
the sake of answering the proposed question andf-phck the authenticity of the
hypothesis, the work will be an analysis of botlvels through touching on various issues in
both literary works such as gender, class, othernbégbridity, language, indegineity,
eurocenticism and so on and in order to achieveweawill rely on the postcolonial literary
theory.

This work will be divided into three chaptefhe first chapter will be devoted to
definitions, Theoretical background and key congeptl within in the postcolonial
framework. Another thing which to be brought uptlims chapter is postcolonial most well

known figure and a condensed review of their mestarkable contributes.

The second chapter will be dedicated to thea@nalysis of Chinua Achebe’s Things
Fall Apart. And demonstrating how it Achebe preseatcounter Discourse. This will be
achieved through first brushing on the work itsefwell as discussing topics in the light of
the postcolonial field. These topics include thsués of gender, class, language, exile,

otherness, hybridity, euro-centrism and identiigisr

Likewise the final chapter will be dedicatexthe analysis of Ngugi’'s A Grain of
Wheat and showcasing how does Ngugi provide a eourdrrative the colonial discourse
through his work. This work just like the previoase will begin with an overview of the

3
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whole work and how it superficially displays a ceemDiscourse and then it will be exhibited
in depth through discussing various themes sucfeasler, otherness, hybridity, language,

heroism, betrayal as well as indigeneity.

This work will be written in hope for helpingose who are interested in exploiting
how both Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart and Ngué Grain of Wheat counter the

colonial narratives.

Key Concepts:

Colonialism, postcolonial, colonized subjects, Geunliscourse and Colonial discourse.
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Chapter One : Theoretical Background, Key Concepts

1.1 Introduction

There is an enigma surrounding the term post-cal@nn. Despite the tremendous
attempts to provide a straightforward definitionthe term, one cannot claim definitely that
any of these attempts did justice to the term pokinialism, notwithstanding, that did not

constrain the flourishing of Post-colonialism asdi

Post-colonialism as a field of study emergethe beginning of the 1970’s. It is from
an overarching standpoint perceived as a criticalyasis of history, culture, literature and
modes of discourse on “The Third World” countriesAfrica, Asia, Caribbean Islands and
South America. It centers around the study of aalem and its aftermaths on both the
colonized peoples and the colonizers, the procedsamlonization which involves resisting,
overthrowing and reconstructing the pre-colonidtures as well as the analysis of the ethical
and the political concerns of the permeates of gen@ce, ethnicity, nationality, language

and power.

This first chapter will be devoted to the tretwal background of the field of the post-
colonialism. The first things that will be dealtttvihere are several definitions of the term
post-colonialism by different range of scholars #mebrists from different parts of the world,
and the postcolonial theory that emerged from takl fof post-colonialism as well as the
postcolonial literature that will help denote whmdawhat to label as postcolonial.
Furthermore, the researcher attempts to put unciertisy the various concepts that are
intimately linked with post-colonialism such as auklism, neo-colonialism, identity, the
other, subaltern, indigenous, hybredity, exile,sd@a, and counter discourse. Finally, the
most significant postcolonial figures along sidethwiheir most outstanding works and

concepts are also to be considered within thisteap
1.2 Post-colonialism / Postcolonial Theory

Colonialism has been a common feature in th®ty of the human race. (Loomba8),
however, in conjunction with post-colonialism, tbencept of colonialism is limited to the
expansion of various European countries in thB déntury into Asia, Africa, and America.
On the light of what has been said post-colonialisrdefined by the second edition of the
Online American Heritage Dictionary (OAHD) as: “Rehg to or being the time following

the establishment of independence in a colony.”
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According to Carol Breckenridge and Peter \Gaméer, post implies that which is
behind us and the past denotes a periodizatioreftive, it is plausible for them to speak of
the post-colonial period as the framing of devibatthighlighted the second half of the
twentieth century. Nevertheless, it has been sugdethat it is not helpful to limit the
definition of the term post-colonialism as comiitgrilly after the colonialism to signify the
demise of it (Loomal6). Neil Lazarus pointed o postcolonial studies as the field did not

exist before the 1970s thus the term post-col@malivas merely a historical term.

Postcolonial (or postcolonial the American varjanh
this usage from the earlyl970s, was a periodizergt
historical and not an ideological concept. It béspoo
political desire or aspiration, looked forward tm n
particular social or political order. Erstwhile oalal
territories that had been decolonized were “postdal’

states. It was as simple as that. (Lazarus 2)

Increasingly, due to that, postcolonial writewsd works were rarely referred to as
“postcolonial”. For instance, Chinua Achebe wascdbsd as “an Igbo writer, a Nigerian
writer, an African writer, a Commonwealth writer, Third-World writer but seldom if the

ever as postcolonial writer” (Lazarus 3).

The ambiguity surrounding the connotation othbconcepts of imperialism and
colonialism in the first place with regard to thencepts of neo-colonialism and neo-
imperialism has added to the predicament of giandeliberate definition to the term post-
colonialism. Besides, the tenet that European ¢oéos could not be put in the same box as
well as the colonized people giving to the fact @onialism has been exercised over 84.6
% of the land surface of the globe, this alone datdis that it is impossible for European
colonialism to have been monolithic operation, riigom the beginning. It developed various
strategies and methods to practice its control dgivercolonized people in various countries
(Loombal9). Meanwhile, even the legacy of colosmaliare varied and multiple though they
obviously shared common vital features (LoombaZDiis leads to the necessity to develop
more flexible traits to the term post-colonialisiherefore, It would allow to entails people
who were displaced by colonialism such as Africanefican, Asians or Caribbean origin in

Britain as post-colonial subject though they liweai metropolitan cultures. Subsequently, this
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would allow the inclusion of any sort of resistanck contemporary imperial western
hegemony (Loombal6). Jorge de Alva suggests thattéhm post-colonialism / post-
coloniality should be de-linked from formal decadlmation because he thinks that many
people living in both once colonized and once caliog countries are still suffering from
oppression that was put into place by colonialigdb] All these traits render the field of
post-colonialism controversial and the core submcheated debates alongside with the
themes that it deals with despite that Georgedwdon, a professor of English and Digital
culture at National university of Singapore in bssay, “why | use the term Postcolonial”
argues that regardless of the debates the tertrcBlamialism generates, it is the fittest term
to associate with studying all what is related tonferly colonized areas. “Terms like
“postcolonial” or “Victorian” are always open-enddtley are never answers, and they never
end a discussion, they begin it. [...]The purposeausihg postcolonial as a label is that it
provides a practicable; convenient means of disegdexts and other matters that interest

us.

Because of the tremendous controversies sudiog the terminology and the
meaning of postcolonial, the field of post-colorsal generated both supporters and critics.
One of its major controversies is that the termdome suggests the demise of colonialism
and denies its continuity in the present. Nonet®l@ost-colonialism defenders argue that
these criticisms are unfounded and misuse the t@meta Chowdhry, Sheila Nairll)

defending this Shome claimed that the term posicalo

enable us to conceive of complex shifts brougltuab
by decolonization(s).While  on the other handjaes
not go so far as to claim that there is a compiapture
from some of the earliest colonial relations irsthhase,
on the other hand it does claim... that there istanéo
about the complex political, economic, culturakt&ns

and conjunctions of the contemporary time. (Shore20

For Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths, and Hel€Fffin, the term Post-colonialism is
employed to cover all the cultures affected by Besm imperial domination from the very
moment of the invasion till the present day as thssert: “Addresses all aspect of colonial
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process from the beginning of colonial contact”. (Bowever, it is intelligible that the

definition Ashcroft et al provided is too vast drapared to others.

For Robert Young post-colonialism is a bodyweiting that endeavors to shift the
dominant ways in which the relations between westrd non-western people and their
worlds are viewed.(2) Young also maintains thattyootonialism appropriates the rights for

all humans and it refuses to acknowledge the sogrof the western culture. (7)

Moreover, the field of postcolonial studies examsirbe works of colonial authors.
Postcolonial theories are interested in: “how tbmized came to accept the values of the
more powerful culture and to resist them too, @tk at canonical tests as well as postcolonial
ones”. (Dobie209) Post-colonialism can be regamkea critical analysis of history, culture,
literature, and modes of discourse specific toftmener colonies of England, Spain, France
and other European colonial powers. It focuseshenThird World countries in Africa, Asia,

Caribbean and South America as well as Canadardliasand New Zealand.

Another definition to the term post-colonialism gsven by Bill Ashcroft, Gareth
Griffiths and Helen Tiffin in their bookKey Concepts in Post-colonial Studieshich is as

followed:

Post-colonialism [...] deals with the effects of
colonization on cultures and societies. As oridinaked
by historians after the Second World War in tereshsas
the post-colonial state, ‘post-coloniall had a dia
chronological meaning designating the post- inddpene
period. However, from the late 1970’s the term basn
used by literary critics to discuss the variesuwralt effects

of colonization. (186)
1.3 Postcolonial Literature: Definition, and Develpment

Postcolonial Literatures are the outcome @f ithteraction between the colonizers’
culture and the complex of indigenous cultural pcas and permeates. It begins from the
very first moment of colonial contact. Mark Stesnhiis bookBlack British Literatures: Novel
of Transformationsaid: “Postcolonial literatures can be defined these Euro-phone
literatures that have arisen in the wake of Europsaonialism” (Stein 201). According to
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Stephen Slemon, Post-colonial literature is “a foofcultural criticism and a cultural
critigue: a mode of misidentifying whole societisem the sovereign codes of cultural
organization, and an inherently dialectical intetv@n in the hegemonic production of

cultural meaning” (14).

In her book,Postcolonial Theory, Leela Ghandieefines Postcolonial literature as

fellow:

a contentious category which refers [...] “to litenat in
English”, namely, to those literature which have
accompanied the projection and decline of the $riti
imperialism. This academic privileging of postcakin
literature is informed by recent critical attempts
postulate the colonial encounter primary as a #dxtu
context, or a bibliographic battle, between oppuesand

subversive books. (141)

For (Ashcroft et al), postcolonial literaggrshare a common characteristic that “They
all emerged in their present form out of the exgreze of colonialism and asserted themselves
by foregrounding the tension with the imperial powand by emphasizing their differences

from the assumptions of the imperial center’(2).

Post-colonial literatures developed throughesal stages, matching the development
of national uprising and the strong desire to brigak from the imperial center. During the
colonization period, it was inevitable for “a litde elite whose primary identification is with

the colonizing power” (Ashcroft et al.5)

These texts are primary produced by representatVeke imperial center such as
soldiers, settlers, travelers...etc. According toh&sft et al) such texts can never be form
the basis of the indigenous culture nor can thaygfeiwith the already existing culture of the
countries invaded for the reason that these writarsr the imperial powers and despite their

claim of objectivity, they seem to hide their layalo imperial discourse.

The second stage is demonstrated by thetliteréhat was produced by “natives” or”
outcast” “under the imperial licence”, for instantiee writing of the English educated upper
class Indians or the African missionaries in theetieth century. Despite the fact that these

10
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early post-colonial literary texts have dealt withe brutality of convict system[...] the

historical potency of the supplanted and the demégk native cultures]...] or the existing of
the rich culture heritage older and more extengiaa that of Europe”(Ashcroft et al 6), these
riters could not realize the theme of subversion cauld they express their anti imperial
orientations because their productions were utitkercontrol of imperial ruling class that
defined what was appropriate and what was not. eliemlso what (Ashcroft et al) called
“modern post-colonial literature” which was the ¢uweotions of those who rejected the

colonizers’ censorship.
1.4 Key Concepts of Post-colonialism

There are various concepts related to thel fpeistcolonial studies, some of these
terms are new, and some of them are used befdrenary and cultural critique. However,
they take on a new and a special sense in the ghosial discussion since this field is

sensitive to language, and this renders this ingnial terms unstable. These concepts entail:
1.4.1 Colonialism/ Imperialism

Colonialism according to the Oxford English Dictary (OED) means as reported by

Ania Loomba is:

A settlement in a new country...a body of people who
settle in a new locality, forming a community sudbgel to

or connected to their parent state; the community s
formed consisting of the original settlers and rthei
descendants and successors, as long as the conneith

the parent state is kept. Frequently the termer@alism

and Imperialism are used interchangeably, and it is
drastically difficult to draw the difference betweéoth
concepts, however the etymology of both words gives
some plausible clues of how they could be distisiged.
(07)

The word colonialism is often used intercheatgy with the word imperialism;
however, this may not work all the time. In laarre the distinction between Colonialism
and imperialism is not completely consistent. Sauokolars distinguish between the two

11
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concepts and other treat them as synonyms, norethél was Lenin alongside with other
writers who provided a new meaning to the word ingdsm (from the traditional
understanding of the word ) Lenin predominanthykdid it with the term Capitalism , he
argued that the overflowed of capitals ,the progioesin the industrial treats and the lack of
human labor sources in the western countries gatretb imperialism , for Lenin the latter is

a global system directed towards economic exjioita(loombal0)

Another distinction is provided by Edward Said wéeerts in hisOrientalism that
imperialism represents the theory, the practice thedattitudes of the colonizers to rule a
distant territory, while colonialism is an outcorakimperialism; it is the establishment of

settlements. (08)
1.4.2 Neo-Colonialism

The term literally means “new colonialism”,itas first used by the president of
independent Ghana and the leader exponent of RezaAtm, Kwame Nkrumah in his work
Neo-Colonialism: The Last Stage of Imperiali€l865).The title implies that despite the fact
that countries such as Ghana have gained theipamtience, ex imperial powers and new
powers that have emerged are still controlling thlerough deciding the prices in the global
markets, the varies cultural and educationaltingins and so on. Nkrumah maintains that
compared to the old way of colonialism, neo-colbsia is more difficult to detect and resist.
Generally speaking, the term has been since enmglwyesfer to any form of hegemony of all

ex colonial powers.
1.4.3 The Third World

The term was first used by the politician dne economist Alfred Sauvy in 1952 to
describe the countries which aligned with neitliner $oviet Union nor with the United State.
(Ashcroft et al 213). The term First World was usedienote the western countries which
were dominant economic power and the term SeconddWeas used to refer to the Soviet
Union and its satellites. The term Third World ewetly started to denote pejorative
stereotyping invoking ideas of poverty, war, digsasetc to feature African and Asian

countries (Ashcroft et al 232).

12
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1.4.4 Aboriginal

According to the Cambridge Online Dictionattye term Aboriginal means “having
lived or existed in a place since the earliest kmaime”. The term aboriginal was coined in
1667 to describe the indigenous inhabitants eneoedtby Europeans. Today the term is
used to describe the indigenous people in Australihis concept is regarded as
discriminatory on the part of white colonial sattldor labeling all people who co-existed
with the indigenous people. This term has beerstesiby using special terms to refer to
different people. Aboriginal has been and still é&gpd to describe the offspring of the

earliest inhabitants of a region (Ashcroft et al 4)
1.4.5 Native

This term has the same meaning of both ab@igind indigenous which means “born
to the land”. In the colonial context, the termivatwas employed to stratify those who were
regarded by European colonists as inferior, savagesncivilized alongside with their
culture hence they needed to be rescue and rahgdliby the “civilized” Europe(Ashcroft et
al 158).

1.4.6 Euro-centrism

This concept is defined by (Ashcroft et aljheir book Key Concepts in Postcolonial
studiesas: “The conscious or unconscious process by whinlope and European cultural
assumptions are constructed as or assumed to bendireal , the natural , or the
universal’(90-91). By the ninetieth century, thexception of collective Europe indicated the
superiority of European culture in opposition te tlst of the world.

In his boolOrientalism Edward Said explains not only the influence ofd=centrism
but also the way in which this idea creates othdtuces “the western style of domination,

reconstructing and having authority over the oti¢d8).
1.4.7 Center and De-center/ De-centering

N. Ganesh who is assistant professor of EnglishcGllege of Engineering and
Technology, in his article “A Critical Analysis d@errida’s structure, sign, and play in the
discourse of Human Sciengeé3anesh reports Derrida’s thoughts which revolvesirad the
idea of center and de-centering. He says: “ Invtbeks of Derrida the term ‘center’ is used to
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represent ‘a point of presence’, a fixed origirg &lso asserts that Derrida uses a classter of
terms to equivalently refer to the term “centerlicls as “end”, "arche”, "telos”. Ganesh
carries on saying that according to Derrida, in ¥esthinking , the authority that fixed
meaning is generally concealed as existing inwcttre and thought to be the precise center
which itself escapes struturality[...]. In anotheord certain aspects of understanding are
taken to be self-evidently true. Thus, the conadptenter or foundation of knowledge or
meaning is an immovable move. On the other handcddering destroys notions of self

evident and absolute grounds in knowledge.
1.4.8 Ambivalence

This term initially developed in the field pkycho-analysis to denote the continual
fluctuation of wanting something and wanting itspogite. Ambivalence refers to the
paradoxical state of attraction toward and repualéiom a thing or a person (Youngl161).

This concept was adapted into “Colonial Discour$eory” by Homi Bhabha to
display the complexity of the conflation of attiact and repulsion that demonstrate the
relationship between the colonized and the coloniBecause some colonized resist the
colonizers and their complicit, the relationshiptvieen the colonized and colonizer is
ambivalent. Bhabha argues that ambivalence disttie hegemony of the colonizers and
instead of generating submissive subjects who wauildic the values, the habits and the
assumption of the colonizers. It creates ambivadebijects that eventually will be the seeds
of the colonizers’ destruction. Bhabha also arghes in colonial discourse ambivalence is
compelling, for the reason that it is too threatgnio produce the exact same replicas of the
colonizers. (Bhabha78)

1.4.9 Mimicry

It is an increasingly vital term in the postanial studies; it has come to describe the
ambivalent relationship between the colonized dreldolonizer. In colonial discourse, the
colonized people are pushed to mimic the values,cthiture and the assumptions of the
colonizers, the colonized people construct a “leldrcopy” of the colonizers and even this

copy could be quite threatening. (Ashcroft et #)13

In his book, Black Skin, White Maskirantz Fanon talks about the “negro’s”

denouncing his blackness and adopting whitenesaorFanaintains that inside every
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colonized person specifically the black) suffer@niran inferiority complex that was created
as a result for the demise of the local culture,fihds himself obliged to emulate and

assimilate. Therefore, he gets elevated from hisdie status”. (09)
1.4.10 Hybridity

The term Hyberidity is one of the most disputedospt in the post-colonial field, the
term refers to the creation of a new trans-cultdsadamics due colonialism. Hybridization

takes different forms: Linguistic, Cultural, ragipblitical...etc (Ashcroft et al 118).

Hybridity has been associated with the worldomi.K. Bhabha , where he discussed
the ambivalent relationship between the colonizet the colonized. Bhabha claims that all
cultural statements and systems are cemented paeeswhich he refers to as” the third

space” (Bhabha 37) he also contends:

The capacities of this Third Space have a colamigdost-
colonial provenance. For a willingless to descerid that
alien territory...may open the way to conceptualizarg
international culture, based not on exoticism of
multiculturalism or the diversity of cultures, bah the

inscription and the articulation of culture’s hydity. (38)

The use of this concepts has been criticized fgtenéing the inequalities of power

between the colonized and colonizer. (Ashcrof,el 1)
1.4.11 Appropriation

The term is used to describe the way in which tlerized people take or adopt the
imperial aspects such as language, theatre, idea®s of writings and even ways of
arguments and thought to use them in building ep thwn cultural social identity. (Ashcroft
et al 19)

1.4.12 Subaltern

The term subaltern means ‘inferior rank’ and@as adopted by the Italian neo Marxist
Antonio Gramsci to describe those who belong teéhgroups in society that are subjected to

hegemony. The term subaltern has been used inotegbonial studies from the work of the
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subaltern studies group historians in South Asiaciedies and the aim behind this subaltern
studies was to redress the inequalities establishdte academic work field by focusing on
the elites works in South Asian.(Ashcroft et al R1Gayatri Spivak, in her famous essay
"Can the Subaltern Talk”, elaborates the notion of subaltern with the isstigender by

examining the situation of Indian women “both asbgct colonialist historiography and as a

subject of insurgency, the ideological construaiedender keeps the male dominant” (28)
1.4.13 Decolonization

In their book, Key Concepts in Postcolonial Studiegshcroft et aldefine the term
decolonization as: “[...] the process of revealingl alismantling colonist power in all its
forms. This includes dismantling the hidden aspetthose institutional and cultural forces
that had maintained the colonists’ power and thamain even after the political
independence” (63).

Ashcroft et al, assert that one of the ways ofifeating the process of decolonization
is through resisting and overthrowing the colorszrilture and assumptions as well bringing
back to life the indigenous’ way of life and langea after they were suppressed by the

colonizers. (63-64)
1.4.14 Binarism

The term Binarism comes from the word binanyd according to the English Oxford
Living Dictionaries binary means” Relating to, comsp of, or involving two things.”
According to Ashcroft et al, binary refers to thermb originated in the context of the
structuralist theory of the Swiss linguist Ferdiddde Saussure. By “the binary opposition”,
De Saussure argues that each unit of languagdimseddan a reciprocal determination with
another term, in other words, signs are determihexzligh their oppositions and not through
the real objects they refer to. For example, onelavanderstand the concept of good through
understanding the idea of evil.

From a contemporary poststructuralist as wel &sminist stand point, the concept of
binary or binarism can reinforce a paradigm ofaent hierarchy in which an opposite of one
term can be the dominant, for instance men over @mrwhite over black, rich over poor.
(Ashcroft et al 24)
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In an imperial context the term binary is av&lepment of the western tendency to
split the world into binary oppositions, for examplColonizer/ Colonized, Civilized/
Primitive, Ugly/ Beautiful, White/ Black, Good/ HviStrange enough, this was the west’s
mechanism to ensure dominance over the world. (iéhet al 24)

1.4.15 Alterity/ Other

According to Marriem Webster, the word alteniefers to the notion of otherness
“Specially the quality or state of being radica#liien to the conscious self or a particular
cultural orientation.” Alterity is derived from theatin wordalteritas which means the state
of being the other or different. The term Alterisymore common in the French language and

is antonym to the word “identité”. (Ashcroft etldl)

The term was also adopted by philosopherfer to the concept of the “other” to
denote the relationship between the consciousresshe world from a western viewpoint.
Going all the way to Descartes with his notion of think, therefore | exist” which
demonstrated the permeate of the individual of conmsness. Thus, the idea of the other
appeared as an epistemological question, thatbe &ble to answer questions like “How can
| know the Other?”, “How can other minds be knowililie concept of altirity moves the
concern of otherness from the philosophical peroepib the otherness or the other that is
posited in political, social, linguistic and relogis context. (ibid 11)

For Edmund Husserl in his work “Other-Awaresieshe experience of the other as a
subject is only possible when one feels empathytds/that other, and the experience of the

other is a focal aspect that shapes the persolftsas@areness.

The term other was also used within the fram&wadran existential philosophical
standpoint, especially by Jean Paul Sartre in “B@nd Nothingness”, where he defines the

relationship between the other and the self tdbéistaself awareness and an identity.

Literary theorists discern Mikhial Bakhtinise of the term altirity for describing the
ways in which the writer moves away from the idigcdtion with a character as the most
influential use. Hence the author must understdre dharacter from within as well as
separate entity i.e. as part of the other. (Todb®84) when it comes to dialogues, according

to Bakhtin’s formulation, a dialogue is only podsilwith the idea of the other, it is not only
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the precondition for the dialogue but also for tmethor him/herself to understand and

formulate a character.( Ashcroft et al 12)

From postcolonial perception, the concept alterity and otherness are used
interchangeably, however, at the same time posi@litheory drawn the difference between
the term otherness or the other that demonstraf@silasophical issue and the one which
expresses a feature of “material and discursivatios” The term displays “the self-identity
of the colonizing subject, indeed the imperial ord{ is inextricable from the alterity of
colonized other [...]” (ibid 12)

1.4.16 Settler

According to Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictiopathe term settler refers to a “person
who goes to live in a new country or region.”(403wh the colonial discourse, settlers are
Europeans who moved from their countries of origmu settled in European colonies with

the intention of staying there. (ibid 201)
1.4.17 Hegemony

The term was coined and popularized in the0§93y the Italian Marxist Antonio
Gramsci during his investigation about the reasbm the ruling class was very successful in
promoting its interests in society. Hegemony is posver of ruling class over the other
classes, demonstrated in convincing them that thé#rests i.e. the interests of the ruling
class are the interests of all and it is not nexrgssbtained by force. The term is used to refer
to the success of imperial power over the colonipedple who may outnumber the
colonizers but their will to break free from theparial control is suppressed. (ibid 116)

1.4.18 Universalism/ Universality

According to (Ashcroft et al), universalisondiversality are the assumption that the
traits of human life and experiences are beyonddta cultural conventions and these traits
are common. These permeate gives a hegemonic Viglweoworld by which the moral
values, the experiences and the assumptions ofidghenant culture are labeled to be the
praxis for all people in every spot in the worldorFthis reason, universalism is an
instrumental characteristic of the imperial hegeynand because of this presupposition that it

fails to recognize the culture of the colonized jeats. Such phenomenon existed in the
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English Literature canon, in which the successhefwriter is determined to what extent his
work incarnates the “universal human conditionsgtéiring the English subject as “ attractive
“and “universal” and this made it a very effectiva®l in exercising political and economic

hegemony in the colonies. (ibid 235)
1.4.19 Postcolonial reading

Postcolonial reading is a way of deconstryctbexts about both colonial and
metropolitan cultures to sort out the effects olon@ation on the literary production, the
historical records, and the scientific writings.et&Examples of post-colonial readings entail
the rereading of Eric William’s interrogation ofetliormerly authoritative texts of Caribbean
history inBritish Historians and the West Indi€s960); rereading of Jane AusteiVansfield
Park; and the rereading odane Eyreéby Charlotte Bronte...etc. (ibid192)

1.4.20 Postcolonial state

The term was always used by historians, econorargispolitical theories to describe
the separation of the colonized from the coloniaimperial power; it refers to the post-
independence state. (ibid 193)

1.4.21 Counter Discourse

Counter Discourse is a term coined by RicAaaliman to describe what is known as
a “symbolic resistance”. Terdiman analyzes the maaincreating real change against the
“capacity of established discourses to ignore osodb would be subversion.”(13) By
examining the nineteenth-century French Literatime,identifies “confrontations between
constituted reality and its subversion as “the Yecys at which cultural and historical change
occur”. (13)

Helen Tiffin, in her articlePostcolonial Literature and Counter Discourseted that
Colonialism or imperialism has profoundly influedcthe political and cultural structure of
the colonized people, and their realities have bgemerated for them. The term counter
discourse eventually was adopted by postcolonigiceras a mean to challenge the
hegemonic European discourse and codes. (Ashdraifcé)
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1.4.22 Discourse

The word discourse was originally used duting sixteenth century to describe any
form of speaking, talk or conversation. The termused excessively in the Contemporary
theory as well as in postcolonial criticism to refe what is known as colonial discourse, it
was adopted from Michel Foucault’'s use of it. Ntwedtss, for Foucault, discourse has very
little to do with discourse as an act of speaking anore to do with the notion of social
knowledge which is a system of statements throughiclw the world becomes
‘known’.(Ashcroft et al 70)

According to Foucault discourse has powerdim he claims that in every society the
production of discourse is at once controlled, el organized and redistributed by a
certain numbers of procedures whose role is to vedfdts power and dangers, to gain
mastery over its chance events, to evade its pondeformidable materiality. (52) Moreover,
discourse is peripheral in a sense that it linkevdedge and power together and this
particularly crucial when the relationship betweka colonizers and colonized people is put
in the spot light, over all who possess power adnirhat should be known and the way
should it be known. Edward Said emphasized on itiea during his discussion of
‘Orientalism’, “in which he argues that the wayitnt’ is demonstrated to be known is “a
way to maintain power over it". Said also argueat thineteenth century literature acts

according to the imperial power. (Ashcroft et a) 72
1.4.23 Commonwealth

The term was first used in the™ Bentury ( Merriam website), according to (Ashcroft
et al) Commonwealth or what used to be referreakstthe Former British Wealth of Nations,
signifies the political community of the Britishipire including its former colonies which

are now independent.
1.4.24 Commonwealth Literature

Generally speaking, Commonwealth Literaturereefe the literatures of the former
British Empire, or the commonwealth of the literavgprks of the former colonizers which
were written in English. As a separate disciplinamea within the English studies,”
Commonwealth Literature” began in the early 1960d)oth America and Britain. The first
Commonwealth Literature Conference was held in keied1964, and the Association of
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Commonwealth Literature and Language studies. Thiderence was followed by other
conferences on the role of English as a “world"glaage and on the teaching of English
Literature overseas. An exclusive journal named dfipi devoted to the theory and the
criticism of the Commonwealth Literature was pufdid in 1979 which established the shift
in using the concept postcolonial literature. Corgerary postcolonial studies, the
commonwealth literature is replaced by what is kn@s “colonial discourse”. (Ashcroft et al
51-52)

1.4.25 Exile

Ashcroft et al maintain that exile is assamiatvith the idea of separation from a”
literal homeland or from a cultural ethnic of onyi The authors point out at the idea of the
critic Andrew Gurr who made a distinction betweenleeand expatriation, highlighting that
unlike expatriation, exile demonstrates an invamtact or a state and for this reason the
first generation of free settlers could be desdriag expatriates and not exiles, however those
who were born in the colonies could not be seeexgatriates but instead as exiles. (92)
(Ashcroft et al) continue on saying that colonmigave birth to exile in a sense that the
colonized people were forced to exile themselvesnfritheir own culture, tradition and

language. (93)
1.4.26 Diaspora/Dislocation/ Displacement

Diaspora demonstrates one of the histormetisfof colonialism, from an overarching
perspective. It refers to the voluntary or forcinlevement of people from their countries of
origin to new locations. The Diasporic movementgolwe the dispersion of millions of
Europeans over the entire global to establish ecetoas well as the slaves who were shipped
from Africa, especially those who were deportedrfid/est Africa through various European
coasts to work in plantation in America. It alscludes the transporting of poor populations
from various countries such as India and China umdkenture agreements to work in cheap
agricultural labor in colonial plantations. Howeyre movement of colonized people back to
metropolitan centers which signifies the most récamd most socially crucial diasporic
movements that questions notions of nativism arwbldaization that emphasis the recovery

and reconstruction of pre-colonial societies.(Asfftoet al 68-69-70)
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1.4.27 The Notion of Identity and the Postcolonidlterature

Identity is one of the most subtle themethm postcolonial literatures since it is part
of the notion of culture and the latter is profolynaffected by colonialism. For some critics,
colonialism has destroyed the indigenous cultukeszertheless, Bill Ashcroft, in his book
Post-colonial Transformatigrargues against this point by saying that culhag never been
static but rather transformative and (2) that ci@liem crushes the hopes for the colonized’
cultures to progress. (3) Postcolonial identity weesated by the mirage of the colonial history
and the postcolonial predicament, as Albert J. liRlaasserts in his workNavigating
Modernity “If post-colonialism forms part of a struggle ovdiscursive power in the
constitution of identity, then history, in partianlcolonial history, also pays a significant
part.”(51) For paolini, one of the main reasons that pushestionized people to resisting
the imperial power is when their identity is thiesatand he also postulates that the search for
an independent identity is one of the basic elem@ftpost-colonialism. (61Yherefore,
postcolonial notion came to highlight the role loé tcolonized people and bring to life their
voices and identity and shoving aside the coloora. Paolini reports Helen Tiffin's words
that:

Postcolonial writers “rehabilitate” the self agdinte
European appropriation. In fracturing imposed Eeeop
master narratives and perceptive, post-colonialism
replaces them with an *“alternative vision”. This is
particular the case for “indigenous people” (Indica)
who were able to challenge the European perspesiibe

their own metaphysical system. (79)

Eventually, the idea of postcolonial identity isstly related to the notion the other or
othering, a term coined by Gayatri Spivak to réfea process of which the colonizers cement
the “others” (Ashcroft et al 171); and how the coked people perceive themselves. Cruz
Venn defines identity as “an entity that emergeselation to another or others; it is a plural
self ...” (2)

It is not merely the idea of otherness thaplays a significant trait of the postcolonial
identity. There are also the notions of place amgdjlilage that play focal roles in shaping the

postcolonial identity. In the same token, reportBigabha’s words, John McLeod said that:”
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we find ourselves in the moment of transit wheracgpand time cross to produce complex
figures of difference and identity” (217). Usingetholonial language by postcolonial writers
has opened up a long running, unresolved argumeatsg found no issue whatsoever in
embracing the colonial language (Ashcroft 57).datfit demonstrated a hybrid language that
helped cemented a unique identity, on the othed haor others, for example, the kenyan
novelist Ngugi Wa Thingo has argued that writingAiinican languages is “ part of parcel of
the anti-imperialist struggle of Kenyan and Afric&eoples’(28) ‘look for the books
postcolonial transformation. A very similar viewpbiis held by Frantz Fanon in his work
Black skin, White maskshere he scrutinizes the Negroes’ psychopathologtates that “to
take a language is to take on a world, a cultune. Antilles negro who wants to be white will
be the whiter as he gains greater mastery of thiarauitool that language is.”(28) Fanon, in

the same book, writes:

Every colonized people— in other word in every geop
whose soul an inferiority complex has been crebtethe
death and the burial of his local cultural origityal- finds
itself face to face with the language of the canip
nation; that is, with the culture of the mother coy. The
colonized is elevated above his jungle status apgrtion
of his adoption of the mother country’s culturarslards.
He becomes whiter, as he renounces his blacknéss, h

jungle. (17)

In addition, in her essay entitled: “Literature an empowerment for identity” the
Scandinavian author Anne Holding Ronning argues ploatcolonial writings are a way of
“writing back” in which authors link between hisyoand identity for better understanding,
she also says that writers use the technique oftstliing to narrate about a character that
belongs to a once colonized land or a minority gronubring about their cultures, values and
so on. For her, people’s understanding the dynashientity in postcolonial literatures
depends on the way they examine and interpret theges and this is firmly related to their
backgrounds and way of thinking. Furthermore, adiogr to Bongie, one of the purposes of
postcolonial writings is “the quest for personatiad and cultural identity, built on spiritual
guardianship of traditional laws; the belief thatting is an integral part of self definition; the

emphasis on historical reconstruction; the ethmeabnciliation with the past.” (221)
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However, Bongie points out that construction orceag for identity is not always
the case, despite the fact that a lot of postcalomiiters tend to decolonize African literature
and he gives the example of Salman Rushdie aloagsith his followers are “complicit with

the legacy of colonialism.”(48)

The idea of identity is closely related to tmncept of place and displacement, as the
writers of The Empire Writes Back say:”it is hehatt the special postcolonial identity crisis
comes into being; the concern with the developménécovery of an identifying relationship
between self and place.”(Ashcroft et al 8) Yet hbsld be remembered that the idea of

displacement is also related to the idea of ‘hoasat is pointed out by Christina Huckman:

“Traditionally home and belonging can be definedtss place where our ancestors used to
live, the place of our origin. Consequently, thifidition is dedicated to the post without
regard where once live right now. As a results iivery passive and static concept, and home
is a fixed place.”(Huckman 2) Nevertheless, Hucknaagues that because of colonialism
many people no longer belong to their homes, aay Yiew their homes as imaginary places.
(ibid 2)

1.4.28 Gender

The gender identity of a person according ®ridm Webster is “a person’s internal
sense of being a male, female etc...” In her bddie second seSimone de Beauvoir says
"One is not born, but rather becomes a woman”,adbe carries on saying women as beings
are not the result of biological, psychological emonomic conditions, but they are rather
determined by civilization.(272) In an article ¢letili “Becoming a Woman: Simone de
Beauvoir on Female Embodiment” Felicity Joseph Igli@s idea of Simone de Beauvoir as
en existentialist one, saying that generally alstxtialists hold the perspective that “one is
not born anything: everything we are is the restithur choices, as we build ourselves out of
our own resources and those which society give¥esdon’t only create our own values, we
create ourselves.”’Nevertheless, Felicity Joseplesnthat despite the fact that Simone de
Beauvoir is existentialist herself, she puts atlimithis central existentialistic idea of freedom
of self creation and self identifying arguing tisde demonstrates a very ambiguous image of
human freedom in which women struggle against fsaddantage caused by their bodies.
Felicity also discusses Simone de Beauvoir’s cldiat women are perceived by men to be

the ‘other’, as an ‘object’ and the whole perceptod what is a woman is given by men.
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In Power, Post-colonialism and internatioredations, it is reported that postcolonial
studies confront the “simplified, hegemonized cangton of the Third World women”. The
work also delivers both Spivak and Mohanty’s standipon the hegemonic western feminist
knowledge of the colonized females as they bothcateal of it. Mohanty even attempts to
deconstruct it and at the same time reconstrutwaally grounded knowledge and strategies
as for Spivak, Geeta Chowdhry and Sheila Nair. Shgues that western feminism is

grounded in” the imperialist vision of redemptid8)
1.4.29 Class

For (Ashcroft et al), the concept of class intate$ with the conception of the
colonial hegemony. Class is a very crucial factorcolonialism and it is related to the
economic control and eventually determines théualts the colonizers towards the colonized
and in using the colonial discourse in describimg ¢hanging nature of their own societies.
(Ashcroft et al 37-38).

1.4.30 Feminism and Post-colonialism

According to (Ashcroft et al), both notionspaitriarchy and colonialism have exerted
some sort of dominance over those who were regaadesiibordinate. Thereby women and
colonized subjects share an intimate experienc@atitical oppression and this renders
feminism of a huge importance in postcolonial disse. They also assert that there were
heated debates whether gender or colonial oppressiaore significant as apolitical factor in
the lives of colonized women. (Ashcroft et al) gaon saying that both post-colonialism and
feminism are equally concerned with the notionasfguage which has been a driving force
for the patriarchal as well imperial powers. Thushbemploy essentialist arguments for the
purpose of establishing more authentic forms ofjlege to replace the ones that were forced

upon them by either pre-colonial languages or “ptifaminine tongue. (101)
1.5 Figures of Post-colonialism
1.5.1 Edward Said

Edward Said, in full Edward Wadie Said or somesnkdward William Said. He was
born in November the 51 1935 in Jerusalem. Edward Said is a Palestiniamerican

academic and a controversial literary critic. Hesvitee most articulate and visible advocate of
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the Palestinian cause in the United State whicheghhim a lot of enemies. Ramen Selden,
Peter Widdowson and Peter Brooker, in their wArReader's Guide to The Contemporary
Literary Theoryopine that Edward Said’s most influential piecewiting is Orientalismthat
was published (1978) and it belongs to a trilogythwhis other significant worksThe
Question of Palesting1980) andCovering Islam (1982)In his work Orientalism Said
generally shed light on the allegedly simplifiedrebtypes and the demeaning conception of

Arabs and Asians cultures held by Westerners. (232)
1.5.2 Frantz Fanon:

Frantz Fanon or in full Frantz Omar Fanon wam on the 20 July, 1925 in Fort de
France on the Caribbean island of Martinique. Famas a West Indian psychoanalyst and a
social philosopher and a revolutionary. He was ohghe few outstanding thinkers who
advocated for the freedom of the colonized peoffter serving as the head of psychiatry
department in Blida-Joinville hospital in Algeriadatreating many Algerian as well as French
soldiers, Fanon started to observe the outcomeslohialism on the psyche, this helped him
develop his theory that indicates that some nesra@se socially generated. Frantz Fanon
worked with the Algerian Liberation movement, thatidnal Liberation Front (FLN) he also
worked as an editor fokl-Moudjahidnewspaper in 1956. He moved to the United Staez aft
being diagnosed by Leukemia to receive treatmedttendied there in December th8, 6
1961).

Fanon’s works were the sources of inspirattomany thinkers and activists, his most
influential works entail The wretched of the EartfiFrench:Les Damnés de la Terk861)
which has had a huge impact on civil rights, aoteoialism and Black consciousness
movements around the world. In this book Fanonudiss wide range of topics including
patterns on how the colonized defeat the colohsty newly independent countries establish
their cultural and national consciousness and tfeete of colonialism on the psyche of the
colonized. Another important work of his Black Skin, White Mask(ench:Peau noires,
masks1952yvhere fanon discuses black man’s experience anchpsy the world of white

man. (vii)
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1.5.3 Gayatri Spivak

Gayatri Spivak, in full Gayatri Chakraiyo Spivak was born in Calcuta in 1942.
Spivak is a literary theorist, feminist critic anabst notably a postcolonial theorist. She is
well known of her translation of Jacque Derriralsmgnal workof Grammatologyand her
introduction of the term “subaltern”. In their work Reader’'s Guide to Contemporary
Literaty theory Ramen Selden, Peter Widdowson and Peter Brookertahat Spivak draw
upon the ideas of deconstruction by the FrenchoBbidher Jacques Derrida. Drawing on his
insights she also showed interest in “how trutbasstructed rather than in exposing errors”.

Spivak also has imbided from the ideas of Marxism f2minism. (235)
1.5.4 Homi k. Bhabha

Born in Bombay and educated in Britaimivarsities. Bhabha is a literary and cultural
critics, an advocate for humanities and a postcalaheorist. He was well known of his
interest in the development of psychoanalytic amst4structuralism thinkers as well as of his
elaboration on several concepts that demonstrégedvays the colonized people resist the
hegemony of the colonizers. Discussing his wdte location of cultures(1994Raman
Selden, Peter Widdowson and Peter Brooker in tiveark A Reader's Guide to
Contemporary Literary Theoyyhey maintain that for the sake of mobilizing “amalysis of
the terms of (inter) cultural engagements withie tontext of empire”, Bhabha promotes
ideas of hybridity and colonial ambivalence. (238 authors also tackles Bhabha essay; ’
Mimicry and Man: The Ambivalence of Colonial Distsri (1984) where he talks about the

process of turning the colonized to colonial sutge239)
1.6 Conclusion

From what has been stated above, thm fst-colonialism has come to replace
Alfred Sauvy’s term “The Third World”. Generally espking, Postcolonial field demonstrates
an academic study with the purpose of exposingaaadyzing the legacies and the effects of
both colonialism and imperialism whether they ardtucal, political, economical, and
psychological and so on. Post-colonialism has Ise®re its outset nothing but a controversial
field alongside with its core themes. It includesast array of writers and subjects in fact
Post-colonialism is an incredibly diverse field sttidy that challenges and resists the racist

Eurocentric discourse through presenting a coutiseourse.
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Chapter One : Theoretical Background, Key Concepts

Postcolonial Literature without shadowdoubt presents a counter discourse, in a
sense that it is a body of literary works that tedc the colonial discourse. It is produced by
writers who are originally from countries that weneder the European colonization once and
in most cases have gained their independence din@nBost- World War 2 These writers are
generally referred to as postcolonial writers othats. Most remarkably, Postcolonial
literature discusses the process of decolonizdkiahis to say overthrowing and resisting the
invaders including all sort of things that the coiers attempt to impose upon the colonizers
whether it is language, religion, values, or triadis...etc. The other themes that this type of
writing deals with entail paradigms of gender, itkyn displacement, assimilation, racism,
and stereotypes.
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Chapter Two
Textual Analysis of Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apa (1958)
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Chapter Two : Textual Analysis of Chinua Achebe’s Tings Fall Apart (1958)

2.1 Introduction

Chinua Achebe (pronounced Chee-noo ahAh-chay-tsay contemporary Nigerian
novelist. He is considered as one of the promifigntes in African anti-colonial literature.
Achebe was born in Igbo (formally known as Ibo) towf Ogidi in eastern Nigeria on
November 16, 1930. Achebelings Fall apartis one of the most influential and the most
remarkable accounts in the history of African amtienialism literature. Since its birth in
1958, Achebe’s novel has caught the attention wfide range of African as well as non-
African readers, not only it is the most celebrdittary work of the Nigerian author Chinua
Achebe, it is also the most widely read and stididican fiction work on global scale.
Therefore, it is no exaggeration in saying thdtings Fall Apartis one of the most
outstanding works in the modern time. As mattefagt, about six decades after it has been
published, this work has sold about twenty millioopies around the world and has been
translated into nearly sixty languages; consequetsktifies to its tremendous significance
and place in the canon of the world’s modern Litn&a Achebe was unhappy about the
dehumanization and the degrading way the Africaopfeewere portrayed by the European
critics and writers in their works which supposedijlects how Africans are when in reality.
These works reinforced the stereotypes of the Eaopolonists, representing Africans as
exotic and the morally corrupt other. Chinua Achaloeight to demonstrate the authentic
image of the indigenous people. Subsequently, bghgdo give the right to colonial subjects
to be heard after years of being deprived from thghit. (Ogbaa 16) One of these works is
Joseph Conrad’s workeart of DarknessHenceThings Fall Apartrepresents a direct
response to an entire Canon of European Literalurieigs Fall Apartis a manifestation of
the self-sufficient pre-colonial Umuofia with itemplex, sophisticated traditional values and
culture with its imperfect aspects for Achebe newméended to present an unrealistic ideal
society. By contrast, he strived to accomplish dirm objectively as possible. Achebe also
depicts the arrival of the white men to Africa ahd ramifications brought by these intruders,
the cultural clash that ultimately led to the desmo$ the Igbo community.

This chapter will be devoted to predominantly refflen the notion of gender, class as
counter narratives or discourse. Additionally, tpert will touch on other aspects such as
identity crisis, hybridity, Otherness, exile, Ewentrism or universalism; in addition to the

aspect of language and how it helps give the Ackeberk he unbiased outlook.
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2.2Things Fall Apartas a Postcolonial Work Per se

Things Fall Apartis an example of postcolonial work, written by B8ligin author
Chinua Achebe, published in 1958. The Work expldinesencounter between the traditional
African community and British Imperialism. Simuliwusly, through his work, Achebe
reestablished a world that had been swept awaymperial powers. Achebe depicts the
highly complex and advanced social institutions artstic traditions, especially, the realistic
of the Igbo society before the advent of the Euaopeavaders through the novel's protagonist
Okonkow who serves as a symbolic incarnation ofagervalues and ideals of the Igbo
culture. He also highlights the fear and the camaer losing the unity and control that
engulfed the indigenous people as a part of thdfiations of colonialism. For instance,
when Obierika says: “He (the Missioner) has pundekon the things that held us together
and we have fallen apart.”(Achebel32) This linealgé the anxious vision the natives had
especially concerning their future after the catens’ intrusion. These views and voices are
typically suppressed in the colonial literature awotording to this line of thought¥hings
Fall Apart can be categorized as a response or as a cousteuie to the colonial or

canonical literatures.

Achebe does that through emphasizing the colonizac& of knowledge of the African
cultures and this is shown when Okonkow asked fesid Obeirika “Does the white man
understand our customs about land?” and Obeirikavers: “How can he when he does not
even speak our tongue? But he says ours custombaarg (Achebel32) This exchange
epitomizes the ignorance of the colonizers of thigcAn culture and customs which they
never ceased to label it as “bad”. This particplaint is emphasized by Aime Cesaire in his
work Discourse on Colonialisrwhich Achebe seems to share with. Through higcééin on
Gourou’sLes Pays TropicauxX;esaire implies that the representation of thersoérs’ realm
by the colonial powers is false, artificial andesftin negative manner. Cesaire describes it as
“biased and unacceptable.”(57) He also thinks th#ie historians and novelists of
civilization of the west have depraved passionrédusing to acknowledge any merit in the
non white races, especially, the dark skinned ra¢bS) At the end ofThings Fall Apart
Achebe says that the Distinct commissioner takeastn of writing a book entitledThe
Pacification of the Primitive Tribes of the Loweighr indicates the arrogance and the
unfaithfulness of the European colonizers who @editely forge the colonized people’s

world.
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From an overarching standpoint, the stmngs Fall Apartnarrates the tragic fate of
the protagonist, Okonkow as well as the Igbo comityun Umuofia in eastern Nigeria. The
protagonist Okonkow becomes one of the greatedtlers in the clan. Okonkow is described
as someone who values strength, aggression andilinasicaits. He is impatient and ready to
use his fists anytime to settle an argument. Okanisoalso intolerant toward men who are
unsuccessful such as his own father, Onoka. Imattdo bury the undying shame that
Okonkow feels regarding to the bad reputation dred failures of his father, he strives to
make something out of himself and gain titles is $ociety. Eventually, he becomes one of
the greatest members of his clan. He has threesvamd a large stock of yams. Despite his
accomplished success, Okonkow seems unable torgehis father’'s legacy which results in
an inner struggle and that puts him at odds wisholain son, Nwoye in whom he views sighs
of laziness, failure and cowardice. Okonkow is hed by his son’s character and that
intensifies the shame that hunted him his entfiee [iOne day, for the sake of settling an
argument with neighboring village by demanding ttoe sacrifice of a virgin and al5 years
old boy Ikemefuna. The boy ends up in the custdd@konkow, him and Nwoye become
really close and seeing the positive influence & ¢n his son Nwoye, Okonkow grows fond
of him. However, after three years the tribe dexitleat Ikemefuna must die, the oldest
member of the clan, Ezeudu advices Okonkow to alo¢ part in the killing of Ikemefuna.
Fearing that others will see him as weak and effatei, Okonkow chooses to ignore the
advice and patrticipate in the killing of Ikemefuttee next day. Okonkow strives to not
exhibit the slightest of emotions in regard to death of the boy because showing emotions is
a sigh of weakness; however, he is tormented desgea. The whole thing widens the gap
between the father and the son. Later on, Ezeadsgs away during his funeral celebration
Okonkow ends up accidentally shouting Ezeudu’sesittyears old boy and for that he is

banished to his motherland, Mbanta for seven years.

During their time in exile, him and his family wodrastically hard to establish a new farm in
there. His mothers’ kinsmen treated them kindly Okbnkow is extremely discouraged by
his conditions and cannot wait till he goes backhte father’'s village. Meanwhile, the

European missionaries are occurring in variousngiighboring clans, stories of their power
and destruction start to spread, the white men donMbanta, members of the clan find are

fascinated by them but at the same time find tledigion ridiculous unlike Nwoye who finds
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himself drown to it. He denounces his forefathbediefs and converts to Christianity and that

outraged his father Okonkow, he ends up disowning h

When Okonkow finally goes back to Umuofia, he isnsted about the changes that swept his
village. Mr. Brown, a white missionary who is patieand more understanding in his
approach, has built a hospital and a school invitkege and many clan members enrolled
their children in the school. Nonetheless, sooeratiie arrival of Okonkow, Mr. Brown
leaves the country because of health problemssepiaced by Reverend Smith. Unlike Mr.
Brown, Smith is ruthless and not that patient, heoeraged acts among the converts that
often provoked the other clan members. The tenseédween the indigenous people and white
missionaries, arises when Enoch, a devout conveminats the unforgivable deed of
revealing the mask of one of the clan’s masked Egwu(an assembly of tribesmen masked
as spirits) and eats a scared python during a @smgnThe clan members retaliate ostracizing
the Christians and burning down their church. lunre the British call the Igbo leaders of
Umuafia in order to talk with them, but they enddgreiving them. They capture them and
put them in jail for several days. The clan leadersluding Okonkow are insulted, beaten
and humiliated before they are released after kiaglybeen fined. The morning after they are
released, the Igbo people hold a war council inctviDkonkow advocates violence and
aggression. The council is interrupted by the afriof court messengers and the leader
demands them to stop the meeting. Okonkow confriirgdeader and kills him. Realizing
that no one of the clan member is willing to supgom in his fight against the intruders,

Okonkow kills himself.

When the District Commissioner comes the roexy to fetch Okonkow, the clan
members leads him to his hanging body. They reftiséduch his body because a man who
takes his own life is considered as an abominafidre District finds that interesting, he
makes note of it to include it in his book thatikevriting about Nigeria which he plans to

entitle “The Pacification of the Primitive Tribethe Lower Niger”.

In Nutshell, Achebe’sThings Fall Apartreflects the ramifications of colonialism
which served as the primary cause that led theoldiisn of the traditional Igbo culture and
ultimately to the demise of the whole Igbo sociasywell as the resistance of the indigenous
people. Besides, all these anecdotes place Achetm/sl well in the category of the

postcolonial literature.
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2.3 Social Class as a Counter Discourse Trhings Fall Apart

From the very beginning of the book, it isagléhat social class or status demonstrates
a very significant theme imhings Fall Apartby Achebe. There are several traits that define
someone’s social status in the Igbo society, amgrding to which the person is respected.
Okonkow from the start is described as the mostofasnperson and the best wrestle.
“Okonkow was well known throughout the nice villagend even beyond. His fame rested on
solid personal achievements. As a young man oftegghhe had brought honour to his village
by throwing Amalinze the Cat. Amalinze was the tgsaiwrestler who for seven years was
unbeaten, from Umuofia to Mbaino.”(Achebe 3) Thimws that Okonkow is an important
member of his tribe; hence he is at the top ofsth@al structure for his success. However,
Okonkow’s father Unoka, an unsuccessful man, endabdil the traits that were resented by

Okonkow and the rest of the tribe’s member.

In his days, he was lazy and improvident and wateq incapable of thinking about
tomorrow. If any money came his way, and it seldtich he immediately bought grounds of
palm-wine, called round his neighbors and made yneéfe always said that whenever he saw
a dead man’s mouth he saw folly of not eating vame had in one’s lifetime. Unoka was, of
course, a debtor, and he owned every neighbor soorey, from a few cowries to quite

substantial amounts. (Achebe3)

All this made him at the bottom of the socialrarehy. However, despite his fathers’
failure, Okonkow was relatively successful and eesed by his whole tribe. This emphasizes
that a man is judged by what he could do regardiésss lineage, “Fortunately, among this
people, a man was judged according to his worth rmstdaccording to the worth of his
father.”(Achebe8)

A man is also judged based on how much yams hes decause the portion of the
yams he has, denotes how much of a hard workes, éth regard to the fact that the trait of
being a hard worker is highly respected. On theemthand, laziness was ill-considered
throughout the entire tribe. Another thing thatioades someone’s status is having multiple
wives. For when a man marries a woman, he hasydmeabride price. Having many wives
shows a man’s capability of paying a large portibbride price and providing for his family.
Achebe emphasizes this particular point when heewri‘Okoye was also a musician. He

played on the ogene. But he was not a failure llkeka. He had a large barn full of yams
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and he had three wives. And now he was going te td&mili title, the third highest in the
land.”(Achebe4) Despite the fact that Okoye wasusinian, something that men were not
expected to be, he was able to gain the third Bightte. This quote also introduces the
concept of titles. Tittles are something that a noams throughout his lifetime, for his
achievements and success. Besides, Okoye thetsoifNavakibie, a man from Okonkow’s
village. Nwakibie was a wealthy man; he had thregehbarns, nine wives and thirty children
and he had taken the highest title that a man qgetiéh the clan.

Another aspect which is related to the concégboial status is age. “Ezeudu was the
oldest man in this quarter of Umuofia. He had baagreat and fearless warrior in his time,
and was now accorded a great respect in all claohigbe57) Elders are shown great amount
of respect because they have experienced a lbotragfe and for that they are regarded as wise.
They often possess more titles; nonetheless, evae than age, the tribe seems to value
accomplishment and hard work. “Age is respectedrgmas people, but achievement was
revered.”(Achebe9) This is further reinforced tigbuOkonkow who despite his young age,
his devotion and hard work earned him many titles.

Achebe also shows that those who have titles aetettl differently than those who do
not have any. During ceremonies men with titlesvai as elders were the only ones who
were granted chairs to sit on, whereas, the redttbastand in the heat. This treatment
inequality is even demonstrated in the way they bleir dead, when Ezeudu died; “because
he has titles [he] was to be buried after the adthk only a glowing brand to light the sacred
ceremony.”(Achebel23) While Unoka, Okonkow’s fath&ho is considered to be a failure
and had achieved nothing throughout his entire Vifas not allowed to die in his house thus

he was carried into the Evil Forest and left thterdie. (Achebel8)

It is important to point out that the notiohsocial class does interrelate with gender
and this is shown in the way that women did noy @amajor role in the Igbo community,
hence they had no title. Furthermore, those men attened no title were referred to as
women implying that they played no role in the sbgi This is well illustrated via the way
Okonkow'’s father was referred to as Agbala whickansea woman or a man without a title.
(Achebel3) The only “Agbala” who was held in aywbigh esteem was the Oracle. This is
also well highlighted when Okonkow’s social statleslines with the coming of the European

missionaries. Okonkow lost some of his “masculihityren he lost control over himself and
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kills Ezeudu’s son accidently which leads to hideexo his motherland. Having taken his
own life at the end of the novel, Okonkow’s misdéedonsidered as a sign of weakness. He

eventually loses all respect that he once gained.

Strange enough, social class plays a fundtheole in the clan as it determines not
only the personal traits of a person but also thy they are treated by others while alive,

when they are about to die as well as after thesarttal
2.4 Gender as Counter Discourse ifthings Fall Apart

One major thing that one should recognizéh&t tvomen in almost every particular
spot in the world and all the way through time weiscriminated against, undervalued and ill
treated by men. In his nov&hings Fall Apart,Achebe depicts the role, the position and the
status assigned to women in the Igbo communityratrgolonial Nigeria. In Igbo society
where the patriarchal form of rule is dominant, gender lines are drawn very strictly and
reinforced in almost all social and cultural aspeat life in there. Males are dominant and
superior. They are given the role to rule overrthi@milies as well as the society, whereas,
females are considered inferior and have no righinterfere in the social, political and
economic matters. This is very abundantly cleathanceremonial village congregation with
the egwugwu demonstrates men’s superiority. Thegewumaterialized from a hut in which
only men were allowed to enter to engage in cereasaand have meaningful discussions for
women were considered little minded and incapableotting any serious discussions hence
they were neglected and made to feel like outsidérsvas clear from the way the crowd
stood or sat that the ceremony was for men, there many women, but they looked on from
the fringe like outsiders{Achebe62) In her essdyomen in Achebe’s worl&ose Ure Mezu
expresses the same standpoints when she addréssestatus of women in the Igbo
community. She says: “The world in things fall d@p@r one in which patriarchy intrudes
oppressively into every sphere of existence. lansandocentric world where the man is
everything and the woman nothing. In domestic temmomen are quantified as part of men’s

acquisitions”.

Also people of Umuofia in the Igbo society demay traits that are perceived to be
“feminine” as heinous, whereas, masculinity is cdeied as a good quality. Traits such as
physical strength and bravery which are normalgoamted with men rather than women are

tremendously appreciated and praised. This paatiqobint is highlighted in June Chun’s
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essay “The Role of Women as depicted in Things Aadlrt” where he asserts that Okonkow,
the protagonist of Achebe’s novel resented faimmd weakness, two characteristics that his
father Unoka embodied. As a child, Okonkow was tdifiby other children calling his father
“Agbala” which could either mean a “woman” or a maho had taken no title. Also after
hearing of his son Nwoye’s conversion to Christign©konkow is unpleased by that and he
describes him as a woman like. He contemplatesteta flaming fire could have begotten a
son like Nwoye, degenerate and effeminate”, (ActhdBg meanwhile, Okonkow is very fond
of his daughter Ezinma. In fact she is his mosoif® out of all his children. She knows him
the best and gets along better than any of hig athi&ren. Notwithstanding, he would have
been happier if she was born a boy instead oflalgaicause no matter how good females can
be, it is utterly fruitless since at the end they still females and typically cannot help their
fathers the way a son would. “She should have beeoy, he thought as he looked at his ten
years old daughter... If Ezinma had been a boy | ddwalve been happier, she has the right
spirit.”(Achebel8)

Out of fear of being just like his father” femininand coward, Okonkow decides to
join in killing lkemefuna, a fifteen years old bdgom a neighboring clan Mbaino, who is
offered to the Umuofia as a sacrifice for the kijiof one women of Umuafia. Ikemefuna
lives with Okonkow’s family and grows very closetbem. Okonkow even prefers him to his
son Nwoye considering him to be a hard working ypuman. Notwithstanding when the
decision is made by the elders of the clan to mulidemefuna, Okonkow insists on taking
part in the decision. Eventually, his mind is tradbby that and the young boy’'s murder
haunts him, yet he cannot understand why he isadight, he asks himself “when did you
become a shivering old woman”. (Achebe62) WhenBEhepean missionaries came and the
Oknokow sees that his people have no intentiorigiat them, Okonkow is dissatisfied by
that, and he remembers the days when men were (felnebel6) Throughout the whole
novel, Okonkow does not express love and affedboihis love one for he thinks if he shows
love and affection, he would appear womanish anakwe

With the same token of how females are degién Achebe’s novelhings Fall
Apart, it is crucial to mention that the Igbo societyvimusly condones wife beating,
especially when women fail to fulfill the roles apsed to them by society. “Okonkow ruled
his household with a heavy hand. His wives, esfigdleze youngest, lived in perpetuated fear

of his fiery temper, and so did his little childr§Achebel2) It is vivid in Okonkow’s
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thinking that it is a must for a man to have a teobhper so that he can rule, especially over
“his women”. The novel describes two instances wldonkow beats his youngest wife
Ojiugo: Once when she went to plait her hair tayhbor’'s house, and she did not come home
to make his meal. He beats her harshly and atrtiéhe is punished but only because he did
beat her during the week of peace, when any fightinpunishment is forbidden. As a result,
he had to make sacrifices and offerings to thehE@adddess. He beats her again when she
referred to him as one of those” guns that nevet”siWhen a serious case of wife beating
come before Egwugwu, he judges in favor of the witt at the end of trial, a man wondered

“why such a trifle should come before Egwugwu.”(&be98)

Women do not have the right to ask questions, theices are neglected. This is
clearly depicted when Okonkow brought Ikemefundithouse, he calls his first wife and
hands her the boy and the conversation runs asb&fengs to the clan; he told her, ‘so look
after him’. Is he staying long with us? She aslda what are you told, woman; Okonkow
thundered and stammered. When did you become omleeofdichie of Umuofia? And so
Nwoye’s mother took Ikemefuna to her hut and askedore questions.”(Achebel4)

Therefore, women do not have the right to ask gquestnd their voices are unheard.
They are expected to succumb and be submissivesto im fact they are regarded as men’s

property, as objects and hardly seen as livingtbieg.human beings.

In marriages, women are sold and brought asdwives they come in multiple
numbers. They are treated equally for the firsevgéins the privilege of being treated with
much respect compared to the other wives. Acheb®dstrates that when he says “Anasi,
Nwakibie’'s first wife, had not yet arrived and thathers could not drink before
her.”(Achebe22)

Generally speaking, Igbo society is deeplydgeed, women are assigned with certain
roles to confine to. Their roles are traditionadamstricted to certain tasks as cleaning;
raising children, cooking and they also paint tbase of Eguwgwu. By contrast, men are the
decision makers, the rulers and the leaders of thikages. They are expected to fight if a
conflict or war breaks out, they are also expetdegrovide for their families, if a man fails to
do so, he is regarded as a less of a man, a “watnar@uoting Culler, Linda Strong-Leek in
her work Reading as a Woman: Chinua Achebe’s ThiradisApart and Feminism Criticism,

she says: “One must acknowledge as well that nralefemale roles are societal constructs,
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and thus, the entire female identity is based mgen societal constrains rather than
physiological realities. Women are taught to mathdrile men are conditioned to dominate

and control.”

All in all, it is beyond doubt that thgblo society is a deeply patriarchal society
overloaded with misogyny and under its rule womendiscriminated against and drastically
oppressed, yet Achebe presents the sheer paradimsaociety. On one side, women are
considered inferior and treated badly. On the othée, in the realm of religion especially
which represents a great aspect of their lives; tedieve in a female Goddess of the Earth
“Ani” who is responsible for everything related ¢arth such as the well being of the crops
and even the well being of the tribe. Hence theetoften holds feats to honor the Goddess.
Ani Goddess is extremely feared and valued. Trerdsio Chielo a priestess of the Oracle of
the Hills and the Caves. Chielo as a spiritual iegeinjoys an unquestionable authority even
over the men of the Igbho society. Achebe says, “Phiestess screamed,” Beware,
Okonkwo™ She warned. Beware of exchanging wordé wWigbala. Does a man speaks when
a god speaks. Beware.”(Achebe32) This implies @tatlo is superior to men, despite the
fact that she is a female. Furthermore, motherh®@dpowerful concept among the Umoufia.
In spite of the patrilineal heritage is clearly maignificant than the matrilineal, mother are

highly valued. As Okonkow’s maternal uncle explaim$im:

Can you tell me, Okonkow, why is it that one of tbemmonest
names we give our children is Nneka or Mother igreme? [...]lt is

true that a child belongs to its father. But wheather beats his child,
it seeks sympathy in its mother’s hut. A man befotgghis fatherland
when things are good and life is sweet. But whamethis sorrow and

bitterness he finds refuge in his motherland. (Adis)

All this reveals the very little value women had @s aftermath of the
patriarchy, however under the pre-assumption tleah@&n and men are absolutely
equal and despite of the privileges that men had,aannot simply claim that men

were having it all because of the patriarchy.
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2.5 ldentity Crisis in Things Fall Apart

The notion of identity is a permanent aspect imgyp®stcolonial literary work, more
precisely in Achebe’s novelhings Fall Apart The novel represents the downfall of the
African identity predominantly through the novelfisin character Okonkow, alongside with
others. The loss of identity is attributed to bothale’s supremacy and hierarchy that the Igbo
community stands upon, as well as European colsmalAs mentioned previously, the Igbo
society is engulfed with patriarchal norms as vesl strict gender maxims. When a man
specially fails to meet the gender standards mrtltanasculinity, he is shamed forever. This
is clearly shown through Unoka, Okonkow’s fathee Was portrayed as a failure and an
Agbala which is usually alludes to useless men. wds mocked and shamed, because he
could not live up to society’s standards which weet for men in there. Hunted by his
father's shameful reputation, Okonkow made end&ftsrts to succeed and attain power,
“His life had been ruled by a great passion—to bezoone of the lords of the clan.”
(Achebe53) And was for the sake of creating angenaf what is prescribed as being a real
man in his society. Thereby, one comes to theza@n that male dominance is strongly
associated with cementing a personal identity. @Q&anis able to pursuit an identity for
himself through accomplishing himself as a man admp up the social ladder.
Notwithstanding, he experiences an identity crigien he transgresses upon the rulers of the
Igbo society by inadvertently shooting Ezeudu’s daring a funeral service, “ It was a crime
against the earth goddess to kill a clansman, antha who commit it must flee from the
land. The crime was of two kinds, male and fem@konkow had committed the female,
because it had been inadvertent. He could retutthdcclan after seven years.”(Achebe54)
Okonkow is exiled from his clan alongside with wisves and children to his motherland. “It

was a little village called Mbanta, just beyond boeders of Mbaino.”(Achebe 54)

Okonkow was adorned with shame, his reputation muaged for both offending the earth
goddess and being banished to his motherland wieeread to start afresh; hence struggle to
build his own identity again. Okonkow with otheratchcters also experience identity crisis
when the white Christian colonizers from Britairt &t in their land. He alongside others
regarded these intruders as a threat for theiregalbeliefs and traditions, all the things that
make up the essence of their identity as Africdhgring Okonkow’s exile, European
missionaries came to the Umuofia clan and starbdlicing their religion and way of life to

the inhabitants of the Igbo community. A lot of kan people, men and women start
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denouncing and put into question the religiousdiglof their forefathers and embrace the
new religion. Eventually, this would tear apart theity and peacefulness of the clan.
Evidence of this can be seen in the end of chaptenty (20) inThings Fall Apartwhen
Okonkow's friend Obierika visits him to discuss ttlganges that they are occurring in the
village due to the coming of the white man. Obiaréxplains that the white man “says that
our customs are bad; and our own brothers who teksen up his religion also say that our
customs are bad. The white man is very clever. &aecquietly and peacefully with his
religion. We were amused by his foolishness andalleved him to stay. Now he has won
our brothers and our clan can no longer act like.'§Achebe73) Evidence that highlights

this point is what the oldest member of the Umusays:

But | fear for you young people because you do uraterstand
how strong the bond of kinship is. You do not knaWat is it to

speak one voice. And what is the result? An abobineeligion

has settled among you. A man can now leave hieffaahd his
brothers. He can curse the gods of his fathersaandstors, like a
hunter's dog that suddenly goes mad and turns snniaster.
(Achebe 70)

We can then notice to what extent the intensedsvaf Achebe in denoting the
disruption brought by the colonizers. When Okonketurns back to Umuofia, his realizes
that his clan had changed drastically to the pibiat it is barely recognizable. He was deeply

grieved for the profound changes that his clan omeet with the coming of the white men.

Umuodfia had indeed changed during the seven y#abkonkow
had been in exile. The church had come and led raatrgy. Not
only the low born and the outcast but sometimesoghy man
joined it. Such a man was Ogbuefi Ugonna, who lekert two
titles, and who like a madman had cut the ankletisftitles and

cast it away to join the Christians. (Achebe72)

Ultimately the culture, the values and the tiadi and everything that
Okonkow’s identity was constructed upon started ctilapse causing the

downfall of Okonkow’s identity.
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Much like Okonkow, Chinua Achebe’s both pasewho lived in an Igbo village
during the colonization and the creation of theurmtry Nigeria. They witnessed firsthand the
alienation that was part of the effects of Britisblonization of Nigeria. Ezenwa —Ohaeto
demonstrates in his booKhinua Achebe’s: a Biography the Cultural Clashitigat
Characterized Achebe’s Parents’s Villagghaeto says, “The storytelling session of the oral
tradition existed side by side with book readingssens in the schools. The hymn singing,
Bible reading members of catechist Achebe’s fangly,one side faced, his traditionalist kin
on the other.”(08)

2.6 Exile / Displacement inThings Fall Apart

One of the Igbo community’s ways of servingtiges is demonstrated through the
notion of exile or displacement. A person is baa&kHrom his own homeland if he
manslaughters one of the clansmen. For instancEjimgs Fall Apart Okonow experiences
exile as an outcome of his own wrong doings. Dy@nritual ceremony, the protagonist
Okonkow kills a fellow member of the clan unintemally when his gun exploded; he was
exiled alongside with his family as punishmenttice sin “He is exiled by his clansmen when
he commits a female crime, killing another by aeoitd’(Achebe 124) Okonkow is banished
to his motherland had to leave his native lands®ren years. Despite the fact that he was
grateful for being welcomed in his mother’s land,dould not be happy. In fact his exile only
added more to his anger and bitterness and heteelsevery single day he had to spend there
away from his homeland. In spite of his own wrodgings, Okonkow refuses to
acknowledge his fatal mistakes and instead he @anmme chi (bad luck). In the novel, the
notion of exile emulates a paradox in a sensedhdhe one hand it immunes Okonkow from
the kind of impact the European missionaries hadhisrfellow tribe members, on the other
hand it leads in one way or another to his own dalknWwhen Okonkow returns to his
homeland after spending an entire seven yearsiie, eienation sets in due to the fact that
Umofia society had completely changed with the ecamof the white man who strived to
convert Okonkow’s people to the religion of Chasiity, thereby his way of life. Motivated
by his sublimated purpose to overcome his fatHegacy and achieve greatness and success,
Okonkow dedicated his whole life to build his s&ain his own village. Nevertheless, his
status is shaken first by his fatal mistake thdttte his banishment from the beginning and
even more with the coming of the intruders who Hedtroyed the traditions and the values

that Okonkow’s society is cemented upon and whiabgd him as a leading figure with titles
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in his village. In another word, his sense of sedfth depends on the traditional standards of
his society hence when these traditions are deheaisnd replaced by the new ones brought
by the European missionaries, Okonkow will no langgoy the power he had. Accordingly,
Okonkow could not accept nor tolerate the chanpaes swept his village and which he
viewed as an abomination. An example of this, éndnstrated through the fact that
Okonkow was not able to get the other leaders @ivithage to go to war and fight the white
men. This would certainly indicate his lost of aarity and value in his own village.
Okonkow was in a sense alienated, as if his exdleenended except that he experienced it in
his own homeland and not in his mother’s land. €mmgerwhelming changes lured Okonkow
into his demise. He eventually ends his own lifaalvhs a shameful thing to do according to
the old traditions of the Igbo community. Ironiganough, he ends up having the same faith
as his father, the very shameful act that staisswhtiole life and from which he strives to

escape.
2.7 Language inThings Fall Apart

Language is a very significant aspect in Chinuaebe’s novelThings Fall Apart
The novel is written in the third person perspextrather than the first person standpoint,
giving the whole work a kind of unbiased framewoltkallows the readers to explore and
perceive the story from various angles through isgwdharacters rather than one single voice.
Another point that is worthy of mentioning is hovchebe sets the tone from the story. In
Things Fall Apart Achebe tells the story of Ibo society in a tonatresembles some sort of a
legend and the readers get that feeling from theedwf the novel and throughout the story.

“Okonkow was well known throughout the nine villagend even beyond.”(Achebe 1)

In his novelThings Fall Apart Achebe uses the English language. For him using
English as he explained in an essay (1966) which neprinted in his work “Morning yet on
Creation Day”, allows him to exhibit “a new voiceraing from Africa, speaking of African
experience in a worldwide language.” He suggesis tthe African author must use English
“in way that brings out his message best withoettelg the language to the extent that it
values as a medium of international will be lo$hg writer] should aim at fashioning out an
English which is at once universal and able toychrs peculiar experience.” Achebe clearly
intended his work to be directed more to his nogeNan readers, to demonstrate that Africa

is nothing like what the writers of the colonialrjoel describe it. The most remarkable aspect
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of the language and style in the novel is Achebely in peppering his book with Igbo words
and proverbs such as chi, egwugwu, ogbanji, and Dibbé majority of these words are
intentionally left untranslatable. This demonstsaten the one hand, the complexity of the
Igbo language and on the other hand, the impo#gitor the European writers to fathom the
African culture since they do not understand theglege. Moreover, Achebe’s strong
sticking to his traditional native words demonssato what extent the African wants to
preserve his/her identity. This is shown in theelovhen the Igbo people wonder how can
the white me deem their culture and customs as udlaeh they don’t understand their
language. Another aspect of the language complegithat people there speak different
languages. For example, in the novel members of dfimusociety mock Mr. Brown’s

translator because the way he speaks is a littiifierent than the way they speak.

One of the most striking discursive featwe$hings Fall Apartis the use of proverbs
as well as the different literary devices, espégianagery. The purpose of the writer is to
create a vivid vision within the readers’ mindsheatthan just simply narrate a story. This
would this help the readers understand the themp®red in the novel in deeply. An
outstanding example of imagery is “Okonkow’s wittesd scrubbed the walls and the huts
with red earth until the reflected light. They hdrdwn patterns on when in white, yellow and
dark green.”(Achebe34) Additionally, the folk se&si incorporated in the story play a
significant role in the same manner proverbs dpeeslly; in the development of a counter
discourse to that of the colonizer. This is cleaafserted by Shuchi Agrwal in her work
“Postcolonial Study of Chinua Achebeliings Fall Apart. Agrwal holds that along with
proverbs “stories are the staple of the Africanietyt hence by entailing them in the novel,
Achebe illustrates the moral values and traditiohthe Igbo society in an objective manner.
(123) One example that emphasizes Argwal’'s saysnghat Achebe himself writes: “As the
elders said, if a child washed his hand he couldvith kings. Okonkow had clearly washed
his hands and so he ate with kings and eldersT¢ii§)proverb showcases one the highest
values of the Igbo clan which is personal respalityibA man is only respected when he
“washes his hand” or pay his debts, he can evegleinith the highly respected members of
the community. Moreover proverbs are also usediabslize respect. When Okoye went to
Unoka to demand for his money, instead of beingjgititforward and ask Unoka to give back
him his money, Okoye chose to run around the bstslep his talk with well known proverbs

and slowly getting his point crossed. “Having spokédainly so far, Okoye said the next half
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dozen sentences in proverbs. Among the Ibo thefarbnversations is regarded very highly,
and proverbs are the palm-oil with which words @aten. Okoye was a great talker and he
spoke for a long time. Skirting round the subjdwnt hitting it finally.” (Achebel4) The
Nigerian author Achebe has crafted the languagasmovel made of his work one of the
most unique and widely large read literary work. ikdication, some critics suggest, that
Achebe intended to emphasis the complexity andstiphistication of the native culture as

well as its values after years of colonialism anrbecentric hegemony.
2.8 Hybridity in Things Fall Apart

The term Hybridity has become one of the mestirrent and most disputed concepts
in the postcolonial discourse as well as theorymHd&. Bhabha, one of the leading
contemporary critics was one of the first who tdlladout the term hybridity in relation to the
postcolonial sphere, in his 1994 boble Location of CultureAccording to Bhabha, the term
hybridity is more than just a mere newly formedh&@ultural forms as a result of the mixing
of two cultures. Homi insists that all cultures aystems are cemented in a space he referred
to as “Third Space of enunciation”. (37) He carras saying that cultural identities are
constructed within this ambivalent space whichHon makes the claim of the hierarchical
purity of cultures questionable. (3Bhings Fall Apartas a postcolonial literature reflects the
concept of hybridity through various illustratiomsthin the framework of the dichotomy
colonized/ colonizer. In Achebe’s novihings Fall Apartthe writer informs the reader about
the pre-colonial culture and history of the Igbaeisty as well as the changes caused by the
appearance of the European missionaries and watintroduction of their religious thought
in the society. At the same time, Achebe demoresdrtte reaction of the indigenous people
towards these newcomers as well as the changearth&iking place in their homeland as a
result of their occurrence. When two or more celsucoexist in the same place, it is almost
inevitable that adherents of each culture would @ndffecting one another and when it is the
case of colonialism, the effect is inescapable sTduentually gives birth to the notion of
hybridity. Hybridity indicates the disruption of éhtraditional way of life and the
establishment of a mixture of cultures and wayived of both the colonized subjects and the
colonizers in the case of colonialism. The notidringbridity is fundamentally linked to the
idea of Christianity and it is demonstrated throwghious characters in the literary work of
Achebe who chose to denounce their traditional ofalfe and beliefs in favor of the new

faith. One of these characters is Nwoye, Okonka®ois. Nwoye has always felt discomfort
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toward certain aspect of his fellow native peopleslitions and way of life in general, his
incapability to succumb fully to his own peoplealwes and culture especially to those which
are directly correlated to the masculine paradigrhis created resentment and tension
between him and his father. Okonkow is disappoirtgdhis son who does not appear
masculine enough for him. With the arrival of therépean missionaries who started
introducing their religion to the indigenous peoplwoye ends up denouncing his
forefathers’ beliefs and traditions and embrachmgreligious thoughts of the newcomers, that
seems to give answers for many questions that ledubs conscious. But there was a young
lad who had been captivated. His name was Nwoyenkikv's first son. It was not the mad
logic of the trinity that captivated him. He didtnanderstand it. It was the poetry of the new
religion, something felt in the marrow. The hyméat the brothers who sad in darkness and
in fear seemed to answer a vague and persistestigué¢hat haunted his young soul, and the
guestion of the twins crying in the bush and thesjon of lkemefuna who was Kkilled.
(Achebel04) In due course, it was the last strdwchv breaked the camels’ back for
Okonkow to whom his ancestors’ traditions and valaee drastically peripheral. He ends up
disowning his son Nwoye for converting to the aligligion. There were also the clan
members who were labeled as the outcasts who dieosenbrace the white man’s faith
because they were treated as equals among thehcm@mbers. Another pivotal character
that contributed to the idea of hybridity is Eno€respite being born and raised in the Igho
community and according to its traditions and vsJuEnoch altogether rejects them and
becomes a devout Christian and he ends up obtagungr in the new society that is being
established after the disruption of the old tradiéil one. Enoch has no second thoughts about
denouncing his old beliefs and way of life he eagrogantly violates the old traditions that
are hold to be sacred to the clan members. Heallysinmasking one of the egwugwu as it
is considered as a terrible sin and that contribtiemendously to the friction in the village
which ultimately leads to the demise of the trib&'aditional way of life, condensed in
everything from history, ideology, values to haggathe very aspects that held them together

before the occurrence of the white men.

Another two extremely important points to tbuan are: first the linguistic hybridity
which is accomplished through mixing the Englishgaage with Igbo words as well as the
inclusion of Igbo proverbs translated in the Ergl@nguage and the second point is the fact
that Achebe provided the readers with a space whermixed both the perspective of the
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colonized subjects and the colonizers and thatigesva more of an objective outlook to the

literary work.
2.9 Otherness inThings Fall Apart

In her most celebrated book “The Second 2491 Simone de Beauvoir implies that
the concept of Otherness is correlated to the adeaferiority. Women are considered as the
inferior sex thereby they are the “other” and mes the subject and the absolute. Beauvoir
elaborates on her point preliminary through quotBenda’s Rapport d’Uriel saying: The
body of man makes sense in itself quite apart at tdf woman, whereas the latter seems
wanting in significance by itself...Men can think loimself without a woman. She cannot
think of herself without man.” (15) She continuesexplaining that: “And she is simply what
men decrees, thus she is called ‘the sex’, by wisicheant that she appears to the male as a
sexual being. For him she is sex- absolute sexesm She is defined and differentiated as
reference to men and not he with reference todter;is incidental, inessential as opposite to
essential. He is the subject, he is the absolite-issthe other.”(15-16) Chinua Achebe on the
other hand, in highings Fall Apartin one way or another incorporates this tenetuiino
demonstrating the unjust, degrading stereotypdsthiealgbo Women suffer from as a result
of the patriarchy as mentioned previously. So ihat sense these women are regarded as the
“Other”. However, it wasn't solely women who areageved as the other in the Igbo society,
men with no titles, such as Okonkow’s father as® aliewed as inferior and as the other the
only difference between men and women here isrtleat actually have the chance to uplift
themselves and get out the “other” zone and climhouthe top of the Igbo society through
system of gaining titles. On the other hand, woraes deprived to that right. Alongside
women, there are other exceptions to the rule wheomes to gaining titles. One of these
exceptions is the outcast or Osu: “He (an Osu) avaerson dedicated to a god, a thing set
apart- a taboo forever, and his children after hi@.could neither marry nor be married to a
free-born. He was in fact an outcast living in @@al area of the village, close to the Great
Shrine. Whenever he went he carried with him thekno& his forbidden caste-long, tangled
and dirty hair. A razor was taboo to him. An Osuldonot attend the assembly of the free-
born and they in turn, could not shelter undemrbdd. He could not take any of the four titles
of the clan and when he died he was buried by hd kn the evil Forest. (Achebel8)
Moreover, the colonized people sometimes look datveach other and deeming one of them

as an ‘other’ for totally different reasons thas m@things to do with being an effeminate man
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or an outcast or even a women. A good exampleiltbatrates this sort of cases is the white
man interpreter: he was mocked for merely spea&inifferent dialect. “When they had all
gathered, the white man began to speak to thenspHlee through an interpreter who was an
Ibo man, though his dialect was different and harshhe ears of Mbanta. Many people
laughed at his dialect and the way he used wordagtly.” (Achebel02) When it comes to
the paradigm colonized- colonizers, Achebe laysrdeat could be labeled as an unbiased
perspective free from any presumptions. He higldighat not only the European colonizers
perceived Africans or the colonized in generallesdther but also the colonized people did
the exact same thing. The Colonizers being extngrdeluded with European supremacy,
looked downed upon the Igbo people, they saw thresagages with limited intellect like that
of a child and needed their help to be enlightesred to prosper. “The commissioner went
away taking three or four soldiers with him. In thany years in which he had toiled to bring
civilization to different part of Africa...”(AchebeB®} The White intruders perceived their
customs, culture and even their language as bauitedbe fact that they were not welled
versed in them and they decided that their relgithoughts are much better hence they felt
compelled to strive to convert these people torthaigion and adapt to their way of life
using all means they saw as fit to reach their psepMr. Brown who is an English Christian
preacher and the first white missionary to traeeUmuofia, feels like he has been sent by
God to help the Ibo people through converting ther€hristianity. “There is no other gods,
said Mr. Brown Chukwu is the only God and all othare false.” The quote illustrates the
white man’s supremacy claiming that his religiorthe absolute truth when he has no clue
about the indigenous people’s religion. Notwithgiag, Mr. Brown’s approach with the
natives was peaceful, he instituted a policy of-naggression and understanding and he
restrained the members of his church to provokectae members, he even became friend
with highly respected clansman. Mr. Brown also dssed his religious beliefs with Akunna,
one of the clan’s leaders. On the other hand, tisehr. Smith, the man who replaced Mr.
Brown, when the latter had to leave for health seas There is no doubt that both men saw
their religion as superior and they wanted to contree Ibo people. However, Mr. Smith’s
approach in doing so was absolutely different tNan Brown’s in fact Mr. Smith did not
approve of the latter’'s approach in dealing with tiatives. Mr. Smith was described as being
more confrontational and antagonistic than predewe$He condemned openly Mr. Brown’s
policy of compromise and accommodation. He sawgthiais black and white and black was

evil. He saw the word as a battlefield in which teldren of light were locked in moral
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conflict with sons of darkness.”(Achebel28) Thisomgualso illustrates Reverend Smith’s
brutal racism as he implies that white people aazaity superior and black were evil.
Another example that contributes to the notionhef dther is the District Commissioner. The
District Commissioner is a low- lever governmentnaaistrator. This man think of the Ibo
people as inferior in a sense that he sees theam adbject of study and intends to write a
book on them and when Okonkow hanged himself, lvédde that he could write almost a
chapter or probably a paragraph about Okonkowés lids he walked back to the court he
thought about that book. Everyday brought him soree& material. The story of this man
who had killed a messenger and hanged himself waakle interesting reading. One could
almost write a whole chapter on him perhaps nohalevchapter but a reasonable paragraph,
at any rate.” (Achebel45) The District Commissroalso decides to nhame his book about
the Ibo people, “The pacification of the Primitiiegibes of the Lower Niger” all this
presented the discrimination and the belittlingtlué native people on behalf of the white
colonizers who thought that they are superior jostause there are white and that the
colonized were inferior or the other because they ldack and ultimately their lives and
dignity are devalued. On the other hand, some eflgilho people also perceived the white
men as the other. The indigenous people belittledathite man and his religion, at first they
were very sure that what they are going througimésely a phase that won’t last. When
nearly two years later Obierka paid another vihis friend in exile the circumstances were
less happy. The missionaries had come to UmuofieeyThad built their church; won a
handful of converts and were already sending euatgeo the surrounding towns and
villages. That was a source of great sorrow to l¢aglers of the clan, bit many of them
believed that the strange faith and the white mgod won’t last.( Achebe 101) They also
offered the missionaries “the Evil Forest, the plawhere the clan buries all those who died
of the really evil diseases, like leprosy and spwdl It was also the dumping for highly
potent fetishes of great medicine men when theg.dden Evil Forest was, therefore, alive
with sinister forces and powers of darkness. It wash a forest that, the rulers of Mbanta
gave to the missionaries. They did not really witwetn near to the clan, and so they made
them that offer which no body in his right senseuldo accept.”(Achebel05) This
demonstrates how little they respected the whiten ae human beings this is further
emphasized through the fact that they decided towththem into a place they believe
according to their customs and beliefs to be damgeand they would just laugh about it.

“Let us give them a portion of the Evil Forest. Jimast about victory over death, let's give
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them a real battlefield in which to show their wvigt They laughed and agreed...”
(Achebel05) They also referred to them as “efulefutiich means a worthless man.
Therefore, Achebe maintains that labeling of théhéo was not confined to European

colonizers only, but it rather was mutual.
2.10 Euro-centrism or Universalism inThings Fall Apart

One of the many critiques who talked abow itlea of Euro-centrism is Dipesh
Chakrabarty. In his boolrovincializing Europe: Postcolonialhoughtsand Historical
Difference,Chakrabarty sums up the idea of Euro-centrisim wiemaintains that analytical
categories such as democracy, state, equality,vétech are part of the European experience,

are declared to be valid, universal, applicablareigss of place.(288)

InThings Fall Apart Achebe demonstrates the idea of Euro-centrismuhiple ways
throughout his novel. Generally speakifjngs Fall Apartas a postcolonial literature can be
labeled as a reaction against euro-centrism whiaR the foundation of many literatures
written by writers of colonial period such Eeart of Darknesd®y Joseph Conrad where the

author depicted Africa as silent and African asnitive savages.

When leaving the inner station with Kurtz: in ftoof the first

rank, along the river, three men, plastered witighirred earth
from head to foot, strutted to and fro restles$ifhen we came
abreast again, they faced the river, stamped teeir nodded their
horned heads, swayed their scarlet bodies; thegkstawards the
fierce river-demon a bunch of black feathers, angy skin with a
pendant tail- something that look like a driedigh they shouted
periodically together strings of amazing wordattresembled no
sounds of human language; and the deep murmurseo€rowd,

interrupted suddenly, were like the responses ahessatanic
litany. (Conrad30)

In their work, Chinua Achebe’Bhings Fall Apart David Whittakar and Mpalive-
Hangson Msiska say in the introduction thtings Fall Apartwas notable for being the first
novel by a west African to portray graphically hoalonized subjects perceived the arrival of

the colonizing Europeans. Besides, one of Achebigisificant achievements in the novel is
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the way he succeeds in depicting Umuofia as awtteind sophisticated society with, its own
complex culture and elaborate moral and ethicaéspahile never succumbing to a desire to

portray it as idyllic pre-colonial utopia.(03)

One of the most abundantly clear notiongwb-centrism as well as universalism in
the book is demonstrated through the fact that g@an missionaries crossed the seas with
the aim of converting Igbo people to their owngign and way of life. Without possessing a
slight idea about the latter’'s own culture, thegmed it as being inferior and therefore need
to be replaced by what is conceived as superior digible for the entire world. This is
apparent in the novel in the way one of the Brilishaders sees the Igbo language. “The
commissioner did not understand what Obierika medugn he said “Perhaps your men could
help us.”One of the most infuriating habits of #ngseople was their love for superfluous
words he thought.” (Achebel44) The line foreshadbww the colonizers would deem the
colonial subjects’ culture including language asig&fluous” in spite of the fact that they
don’t even understand it. However, ironically tivequld find a way to place the blame on the
so called savages in one way or another for tgemrance instead of getting down from their

high horses and acknowledging the simple factttiet are ignorant of something.

To sum up, the tenet of Euro-centrism was tofoece the idea that European history
and values are ‘normal’ or superior to the non-dpeans’ for the sake of legitimizing

dominance and oppression of those who do not conforthe European norms.

2.11 Conclusion

All in All, after years of dehumanization, gtadation and forged images that
reinforced white supremacy and stereotypes as agellacism afflicted on the Africans by
European writers and critics, the postcoloniakditere came about as a mean to do justice to
the colonized or the once colonized people. It plew the right for these people to tell their
side of the story ant@hings Fall Apartby Achebe is a manifestation of that. In this reast
piece, Achebe depicts the history and the cult@ithe Igbo community before and after the
occurrence of the European invaders, he cement®rkl ihat no longer exists, he also
presents the cultural clash and the breakdown ef uhity that characterized the Igbo

community as a result of imperialism. One of thestratriking features of this literary work is
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the “objectivity” that a reader senses from the rantrhe or she dives into the work. It is
strongly touched in the way Achebe portrays bothgbod and the bad sides of Igbo society.
He depicts the strict patriarchal maxims that ala&is have to adhere to, otherwise they are
humiliated and viewed as an “agbala” a word thayisonymous to a woman and this further
demonstrates the little value and appreciation womnad in the community. Achebe also
reflects the complex religious beliefs, customs pticial rules of the indigenous people as
well as the system of titles that allows men tonblitheir way to the top of the society and
gain honor and respect merely through their harckvamd courage just like the protagonist
Okonkow. Despite his father's shameful legacy, damm was able to be one of the most
respected men in his tribe. Simultaneously, Achdbpicts the arrival of the European
missionaries and how each side perceived each.dthethermore, the author also presents
how the Europeans came to impose their own relgyioeliefs and way of life on people,
eventually becoming the voice of authority therd &ow all that influenced the Igbo people
in terms of their identity. Through his work, Acleebucceeds in painting an entire world of
traditional culture, rituals, ceremony and sup#osis, he created complete image of a rich
and a complex human society. This image, on theratiand, fulfiled Chinua Achebe’s
purpose to debunk the stereotypes that have beeeriituries attached to his follow Africans;
he also aimed to educate them alongside with theAfiocans (westerners) that their past was

not of savagery.
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Chapter Three
Textual Analysis of Ngugi’'s A Grain of Wheat (1967)
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3.1 Introduction

One of the most influential African authorstie Kenyan postcolonial writer Ngugi
Wa Thiong'o. In fact he is considered as one of Hast African’s most eminent literary
figures. In his bookiNgugi Wa Thiong’&imon Gikandi when he discusses Text and Context,
he calls the attention for Ngugi's involvement ii$ texts and contexts and by contexts he
means Kenyan history. Simon Gikanya quotes Ngugingathat it is one of his earliest
comments concerning the flimsy relationship betwé#®n African writer and his history.
Simon Gikanya writes: “The novelist is hunted bgemse of the past. His work is often an
attempt to come in term with ‘the thing that hagrea struggle as it were, to sensitively
register his encounter with history, his people&dry.” Gikanya explains Ngugi’'s quotes by
saying that African writers are hunted by theirtgsecause “the historical narratives that they
thought would make their experience more intellgibave instead confronted them with the
opacity of the past.”(03) All in All, Simon Gikanygroclaims that Ngugi uses
autobiographical moments to have a better undetstgrof his past and identity and so on.
Simon gives couple of examples of those autobidgcap moments, one of them is where he
talks about the material condition of Ngugi’s faynéind its relation to a colonial plantation,

he quotes Ngugi saying:

“I grow up in a small village. My father and hisufowives had no land. They lived as
tenants at-well-somebody else’s land... Just oppdbkieridge on which our village was

scattered where the sprawling fields owned by wéettlers.”

A similar idea is hold by T.S Eliot who argues tlatters must havethe historical
sense,’which can be seen as a sense of tradition (Seldé¢nTo Eliot Tradition is the
presence of the padt.is not the knowledge of specific events in histy, but rather an
encompassing feeling of past literature, which insges the writer to write originally and
with the spirit of the past in mind. In so doing, thevriting is not common placerepetitious
to be handed down from the immediate predecessotss new material merely written in
the spirit of the past Eliot then insists on the “conformity between thld and the new”
(Eliot5). He says that whenever a new work is ntit will be compared to the past and that
the value of existing works will be readjusted tt@nmodate the new work. Therefore, a
poet should be aware that they will judged by ttamdards of the past and compared to the
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works that are thought to be ‘good’. (5) Broadlgaking, this means that the past will always

be part of the experience any author.

Speaking of Ngugi wa Thiong'o, Simon Gikangaintains that Ngugi's life is
wrapped up with the cultural history of Kenya. Hgplies that Ngugi presents in his fictional
piece of woks a subjective outlook of history. Nefreless, that does not change the fact that
Ngugi’s works are a counter discourse for the dalomarratives that often showcased a very
little justice in their presentation to the colagulzsubjects including Africans. One of his

works that represents a counter narrative Grain of Whea(1967).

In the same book mentioned above, Simon Gikamoclaims that it has been often
claimed that Ngugi cemented his wokkGrain of Whea#tfter reading Frantz Fanon’s work
The Wretched of EarthSimon also claims that this particular novel was thork that
cemented Ngugi's reputation as a major writer. Framoverarching perspective, Ngugi’'s
work sets out to tell the story of Kenya’s struggfginst the British colonialism. The novel
is also a story of heroes and traitors for theyaart of the struggle of Kenya’'s freedom

itself.

This chapter is devoted to the analysis of gfguvork A Grain of WheatAn attempt
to conduct a form of immanent study geared towatdsfying and required themes such as

gender, otherness, class, indigeneity, hybridagglage, heroism and betrayal.
3.2 A Grain of Wheat per se

Just like the Nigerian author Chinua Achethe, Kenyan novelist Ngugi Thiong’O
sought to provide counter narratives to the previBuropean discourse that portrayed Africa
and Africans in every dehumanizing way. One of dli¢hor's most groundbreaking works
that reflects his aim i8 Grain of WheatA Grain of Wheats a postcolonial novel that tells

the story of Kenya'’s struggle for Uhuru (indepercrfrom British colonial rule.

In his work Ngugi uses numerous charactersafesnand males and each one of them
is significant and has a role whether positive egative all along the process of the
decolonization of Kenya. One of these charactefSikenyo, a well known carpenter in the
village of Thabai, and his wife, Mumbi, the mostabgful woman in the area. Kihika,
Mumbi’s brother who could be described as a patmat someone who is zealous to fight for
his country’s freedom. As Kihika speaks before geéherowd and encourages his fellow
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Kenyans to rebel against the British colonizers fagiat for their independence. Nevertheless,

not everybody shared the same enthusiasm for feegd& Mugo, for instance is a young man

who thinks that his fellow people have no chancairesj the British. There is also Karanja

who is in love with Mumbi, when the latter rejecteid marriage proposal, he takes the side of
the British colonial power and he strongly believkat there is no point of fighting the

British. The best policy, according to him, is ts§ go with the flow.

Kihika ends up disappearing in the forest alongsidke other armed young men. A year later,
after the captured of Mahee, the British are i@fiedl. They declare a state of emergence and
they put into detention a lot of young men from B&ia accusing them of being rebels and
conspiring to put down the British rule in KenyamAng those who were arrested there is
Gikonyo. Even Mugo is jailed for saving a woman whas being beaten. Despite the huge
efforts from the behalf of the British colonizeosgut an end to the colonized resistance, these
people do not give up. The violence carries on #edDistrict Officer Thomas Robson is
killed.

Mugo is taken to Rira camp, where John Thompsouwes as a warden. Despite the
fact that Mugo respects the British, he refuseddoperate for he felt that he was accused

unjustly. He started to be regarded as an inspirdiy people around him in the detention.

After he is released, one day he receives an exghesit from Kihika, who confesses
to him that he was the one who murdered the distffccer, Robson. Shocked by Kihika’'s
confession, Mugo gets scared; however Kihika attenip encourage him to lead the
underground movement in the village. He asks hiittitak about it and to meet him the next
evening. Nevertheless, Mugo decides to stab Kiimkae back and instead of supporting him
and his country. He head straight away to Thompssoffice and tell him where Kihika will
be the next night. Kihika ends up being capturetilaanged by The British.

Gikonyo spends six years in the detention. Duriiggtime there, he slowly loses his
revolutionary spirit and the only person he thimfsis his wife Mumbi; hence he signs a
confession and gets released. When he returnsteillige and wife, he is shocked to find
out that his wife gave birth to Karanja’'s child vehhe was gone. Gikonyo believes that his
relationship between Mumbi and him is beyond repé@& becomes embittered so he chooses

to throw himself into work instead dealing with thiuation and talk about it with his wife.
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Meanwhile Karanja did not join the freedom movemeéte chose to work with the
white men first by joining the home-guard and tlasra chief during the emergency. Karanja
also worked at Githima, a Forest Research foundethd British under the supervision of
Thompson. The latter worked as District Officer lbgicause of the hunger strike and the
violence erupted Thompson with his wife Margery,onttefore setting foot in Kenya, had
high hopes decided to go back to Britain. Theyormeér wish to stay in there and witness the

collapse of the British colonial power.

Kenya regains its independence in 12 December,.IB&2 people of Thabai just like
the other villages are happy and celebrate theonictWarui, General R, Wambui and
Lieutenant Koina who fought for Kenya'’s independe@and were part of the movement for
years decide that they will reveal the person wimadyed Kihika and led to his death, having

in their minds that Karanja is the one who did it.

Mumbi feeling distressed that her husband Gikonydomger loves her, she heads to
Mugo’s house and she tells him about how she anthisband fell in love and how she was
sad when he was away. She also tells him how sthedemp cheating on him. Mumbi pleads
Mugo to come to the Uhuru and deliver a speech.c8hees again and asks her once more to
come to the event; however Mugo bursts out thaivae the one who betrayed her brother
Kihiki. Mumbi does not want any more bloodshed hseaof her brother. Thus she decides to
just walk away silently. Knowing that her peoplesggect that Karanja is the traitor, Mumbi
goes to him and warns him not to attend the réllgwever, Karanja chooses to ignore her
warning and decides to attend.

General R ends up delivering the speech insteadugfo. He calls out the traitor
thinking it is Karanja, however, Mugo steps forwamtd confesses that he was the one who
stabbed Kihiki in the back. Later, his Mugo’s adigs living alone in this world, General R
and Lieutenant Koina pay him a visit. They confinma guilt and inform him that he will have
a private trial for his betrayal Mugo accepts himighment. Karanja decides to flee but has
nowhere to go he eventually decides to go to GighiHe contemplates on taking his own life
but decides otherwise. The elders are not satis@ieid the Uhuru and feel unsure about the

future.

After breaking his leg in the race that took platéJhuru day earlier, Gikonyo ends

up in hospital. He decides to break the silencehviiis wife about her child that he
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intentionally ignored since he was released. Winencemes to visit him he tells her about his
decision, nonetheless, she tells him to wait iyt have a serious conversation about their
needs and wants. They reconcile with each othdworp is happy and he decides to make a

stool featuring pregnant Mumbi.
3.3 Gender as a Counter Discourse iA Grain of Wheat

Ngugi wa Thing'o’s literary workA Grain of wheatis about Kenya’'s pursuit of
independence from the British Colonialism. In dostg the author demonstrates the glorious
contribution of both men and women to gain theeffom. Whilst men were in the Detention
camps, women took care of the family in the abserficeen. For instance, Mumbi took care
of Gikonyo’s mother as well as her own son whenthesband Gikonyo was in the detention
camp. Women were also the link between the freefigimers and the village. At an occasion
a woman named Wambui, took a gun to the forestdigiNevertheless, that does not in any
possible way give the illusion that women and mementreated equally and simply erase the
oppression that Kenyan women suffered from as trefupatriarchy. As it is commonly
known, under the patriarchal rule, there were tsggmder roles and standards for both women
and men to confine to. Kenya as portrayed by Ngug not an exception to the general rule.
In the novel, men are depicted as the bread winametdswomen’s role is reduced to being
mothers and wives. Women were supposed to servenéme and this is shown through the
way Gikonyo ordered his wife Mumbi to make tealier while he sat in the table after he ate
his meal. “Make me a cup of tea.”(Ngugi34) Sonsensupposed to help bring food to the
table. For instance, Karanja is looked down at isyolwn mother because he failed to live up

the standards associated to being men in the Kesp@aty.

Karanja was her only surviving son,[...] Wairimu hexpected
much from her son. She looked up to him as the wiamwould
take care of her in her old age. From an earlyKayanja had,
however shown tendencies that were not the norttrédw@tes of
a hard working son. He sang, played the guitar ramdafter
women. (Ngugi255)

On the other hand, Gikonyo is admired aespected for being a consistent hard
worker, who worked for years to gain his wealth aedutation as a carpenter. Now four

years after returning home from detention, Gikomys one of the richest men in Thabai. He
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had recently bought a five-acre farm plot. He owaeshop-Gikonyo General shop- at Rung’
ei and only the other day he had acquired a seband lorry for trading. On top of this, he
was elected the chairman of the local branch ofpmty. A tribute, so people said, to this
man’s spirit which no detention camp could brealkoByo was respected and admired as a
symbol of what everyone aspired to be: fiercelgeipendent bending all efforts to success in

any enterprise. (Ngugi22)

Mugo is also respected by Kihika for being fsmkde man.” There is also Gitago
despite being deaf and dumb he worked hard andasetive one bring food to the table and
taking care of his mother. “In the evenings, Gitdgought food, or a pound of meat- and
took home to his mother, who brightened up, hee faecoming youthful amidst the wrinkles.
What a son, what a man people would say(...)"(Ngu§).6T'hereby, Gitogo was appreciated
by his mother and admired by his the villagers.t@nother hand, the colonized women were
discriminated against and abused by the colonized. tHowever, one thing to point out is
that Ngugi through his novel showcases that theridisnation and the dehumanization of
women had lessen for the harsh treatment that afldenyan women from an older
generation had to endure is not in any way compatabwhat Mumbi, for example, and girls
from her generation went through. Their attitudesards the patriarchy and the ill treatments
they received drastically differed. A good illusioa of this would be what Mumbi’'s mother,
Wanjiku says to her daughter after she decidesstimatwon’t endure anymore bad treatment
from her husband after he slapped her: “the wonidnday surprise me. They cannot take a
slap, soft as feather, or the slightest breatm faoman. In our time, a woman could take blow
and blow from her husband without a thought of mgrback to her parents.”(Ngugi206)
This particular quote does not only serve as andeswe that emphasizes the previously
mentioned point about the attitude of women frorfiedént generations when it comes the
oppression and the dehumanization they were atlietith. By contrast, this demonstrates
that the discrimination of women was not somethompfined to men merely as it is
evidentially shown. That even some women attritbutethat sort of demeanors which hold
women back psychologically for the idea that theyravinferior to men was fixed inside of
their minds. They were urged to endure hardship prevented from standing up for
themselves when wronged. “A parent did not encaurag daughter to disobey her
man.”(Ngugi205-206) Another example that singlesthis kind of behavior is General R’s
mother. During the race, General R while he is mgpnhis mind flashes to the period of his
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childhood and he thinks of his own mother who despi being physically abused by his
tyrannical father and literary serving as his owave, his mind takes him to the day he tried
to kill his own father. He is left astonished by mother who chose to defend her husband.
On the other hand, Ngugi also displays examplesarhen who chose to break the ‘sacred’
chain of silence and stand up for themselves whey are wronged, such example of women
is Mumbi who decided that she will no longer seako@yo to hear her side of the story of
what happened with Karanja and endure his badntesa@t She goes back to her parents
home, however, when she finally decides to recenwith her husband, she chose to do that
on her own terms. Yet her new found confidence mmgpendence is quite shocking to
Gikonyo. Another example is Njeri who did not cordito how women should be according
to the patriarchal norms prescribed by the Kenyaomesy. Njeri as described by Ngugi was a
short but a slim girl. However, Ngugi says: “thevas something tough about her slimness.
She despised women’s weakness like tears, and wefights occurred in at Kinenie, she
always fought, even with men.”(Ngugil18) For heugbness a trait that wasn’t usually
associated with women. She was referred to as # fgamen. Subsequently, the two
examples demonstrate that women were not supposkdke their own decision or embody

any traits that were not usually associated wighféfmale nature.

Another thing to point out that reflects thery little value Kenyan women had, is the
fact that calling a man a woman is itself an instis is clearly illustrated in the dialogue
that took place between Karanja and Mumbi. Besidles,ironic thing is that Mumbi, a
woman herself in her attempt to insult Karanja. Bhglied that he is a woman as if women
were themselves brainwashed to think of themsedgasferior to men. “Why don’t you wear
your mother’s skirt and Mwengu? When others werfigiot you remained behind to lick the
feet of your white husbands.”(Ngugil68)The sameaigedemonstrated in the way a man

would insult another man through mentioning hismeotand sister.

There is no doubt that women were ill treabgdthe men of their own country,
nevertheless, Ngugi in his nov&l Grain of Wheatloes not only shed light on that, he also
showcases that Kenyan women or the colonized wameea oppressed by both the colonized
and the colonizers as well. The white men saw Kenyamen as mere objects, their lives
were not that important as well as their dignityl dhis is clear in the way they treated them
during the Emergency. They forced a curfew and theyldn't allow them as well as men to

get food in order to survive. They even allowedisak to rape women.

60



Chapter Three : Textual Analysis of Ngugi's A Grainof Wheat (1967)

A very interesting point that Ngugi mentioms A Grain of Wheats the fact that
Kenya wasn’t always a patriarchal society. Manyrgesgo, the women had the upper hand
and they ruled Kenya. Men were merely means toesemmen. “Nevertheless, his words
about a woman on the throne echoed something inghg, deep down in their history. It was
many, many years ago. Then women ruled the lantheofAgikuyu. Men had no property;

they were only there to serve the whims and netd®men.”(Ngugil4)

To conclude, women’s oppression was almostnaveusal action that occurred
everywhere and indeed Kenyan women had experieoppdession under the patriarchy.
However, what is worth of mentioning is the undetedact that Kenyan women, just like all
women who were under colonization of the white nfexd to endure double oppression, they
were trapped under the patriarchal maxims as vgetha British colonial rule and its white

supremacy.
3.4 Heroism inA grain of wheat

Heroism has been a vital theme in many pietdéseratures produced by writers from
all over the world and African literature is not exception. The theme of Heroism is quite
central in Wa Thiong’o Ngugi’'s workA Grain of WheatThe author chose to demonstrate the
theme through various characters in the novel. @rthe most obvious characters who stand
without doubt as a hero in this particular literavgrk is Kihika. “Kihika, a son of the land,

was marked out as one of the heroes of deliveraidgugil4)

In his work, Ngugi chose to tell the readapsut Kihika through flashbacks. Thereby,
it is revealed that Kihika who happened to be Musbivn brother, is a freedom fighter, a
patriot who is full of zeal to overthrow the Brhisulers and liberate his own country, Kenya.
Kihika is a courageous and fearless man. His herassdefined not only through his spoken
words but also through his actions. Since he s, IKihika was well known of his strong
speeches, however, as he has grown up his actiblge much louder than his words. It is
revealed that when he was a young boy, he hadaineage to stand up and tell the preacher
that he was wrong about the interpretations obaeBiblical scriptures.

We only hit back. You are struck on the left cheé&u turn the
right cheek. One, two, three- sixty years. Thendsuady, it is

always sudden. Your back to the wall, you strikekb& ou trust
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your manhood and hope it will keep you at it.[...] \West Kill.
Put to sleep the enemy of black man’s freedom. Hagywe are
weak. They say we cannot win against the bomb. df axe
weak, we cannot win. | despise the weak. Let thertrdmpled |
spit on the weakness of our father. Their memowegiime no
pride. And even today, tomorrow, the weak and thog
feeble hearts shall be wiped from the earth. (NgL@H217)

These words are an evidence for his deternoinat break free from colonialism and
live with dignity. Another important point, perhaps the fact that Kihika came to look at the
Bible from a different light than the British col@aers who used the Christian faith as well as
the Bible as a means to enslave people and steall#imds and property. Kihika, on the
contrary, used the Christian belief and the Bildlegain his freedom. It pushed him to get
bolder in speaking up against the colonizers asdrinin people the revolutionary spirit that

seemed to run in his own veins.

And Lord spoke unto Moses,

Go to Pharaoh and say unto him,

Thus saith the Lord.

Let my people go, Exudos (8.1)

“Verses underlined in Kihika’s personal Bible.” (igj35)

This indicates that Kihika was inspired by the Bilb fight the British in order to
liberate his country. Kihika clearly versioned hatisas a prophet of God; precisely ‘Moses’

that had a sort of holy mission to save his owmppe&rom colonial oppression.

When Kihika was asked if he forgot about pcdit he replied: “It is not politics,
Wambuku, it is about life. Is he a man who letsthaotake away his land and freedom? Has
he a slave life?” (Ngugi97) This quote reveals Kas refusal to live under the rule of the
white men who had taken his own land and enslairacahd his people for years. Eventually,
Kihika did what made him respected even more bypbigple who viewed him as their hero.
He kills the District Commissioner Robinson andetakver the big police garrison, known as
Mahee jail. His deed made him a terrorist in theseyf white men who wanted him dead.
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After being stabbed in the back by on&isfpeople, Mugo who told the British where
Kihika was, he was captured and hanged. “Kihika teasired. Kihika was hanged in public,
one Sunday, at Rung’ ei Market, not far from whleeehad once stood calling for blood to

rain and water the tree of freedom.”(Ngugil7)

After his death, Kihika is still respected andasmded as a true hero who fought with
sharp strong words and loud actions for the indéeece of his country. Nonetheless, Kihika
is not the only character who is depicted as a herthe novel. There are indeed other
characters who were involved in the movement asgplayed heroic acts for the sake of
defeating the colonial power and liberating thaind from the grip of the colonizers. Such
characters entail Waiyaki, who is the first to Gbkdled as a hero and martyr. His heroic deeds
are described in these words, “Waiyaki's blood aored within it seeds, a grain, which gave
birth to a movement whose main strength thereafpeang from a bond with the soil.”
(Ngugil2) there is also Warui one of the villagesso just like Kihika wanted the British to
parish from his land. He fought and advocated e ¢mancipation of his people and land.
There are other heroes who worked for the sakbesf independence such as General R and

others.
3.5 Betrayal inA Grain of Wheat

It is crystal clear that Ngugi's novél, Grain of wheatcontains characters who are
heroes. Some of them have given their lives for ghgoose of liberating their land and
people. At the same time, Ngugi also tells his eeadbout those characters who had betrayed
their land and people and favored slavery overdivee Those who sided with the foes and let
down their own people. Notwithstanding, it is dieety difficult to put each of these
characters into the same box, as some of them megréhe typical traitors. For instance, one
cannot look at Karanja the same way he or she wlooklat Mugo despite the fact that both

of them betrayed their people and country and bbthem favored the British rule.

For most of the work, readers would beligvat Mugo is actually a hero as one would
discover through reading the work his heroic hobl@aacts such as saving the pregnant
woman from getting beaten and being the primargedar the lunching of the hunger strike
in the British concentration camps. His overall @amor in there inspired his fellow black

men who were there with him.
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He picked up for punishment. Sometimes he wddde the warders whip Mugo
before the other detainees. Sometimes, in naked Harwould snatch the whip from the
warders and apply it himself. If Mugo had criedasked for mercy Thompson might have
relented. But now it seems to him all the detaimeesked and despised him for his failure
extort a cry from Mugo. That was how Mugo gaineespige among other detainees.|[...] But
the other detainees saw his resignation to pamdifferent light; it gave them courage; they

came together and wrote a collective letter listogplaints.(Ngugil25)

Nevertheless, by the end of the novel, it is rexeahat Mugo was the one who
betrayed Kihika not Karanja who was suspected aiglthat. Kihika, as mentioned before,
was the one who murdered the District Officer Rebm and for that in addition of being a
fighter for the freedom of his country, the Britisblonizers labeled him as a terrorist and put
a price for his head, having discovered that, Mgges to the District Officer and tell him
about Kihika. “I know, he said quietly, 1 know wieerKihika can be found tonight.”
(Ngugil6) This happens after Kihika knocks Mugo&®dto urge him to join the struggle for
Kenya’s independence. Kihika says: “You are sellenenan, you are a man, and you have
suffered. We need such a man to organize an uraerdgr movement in the new
village.”(Ngugi208) Ye, all what Mugo wanted is be left alone. He wasn't interested in
being part of the revolution and Kihika's previousrds at the Rung’ ei Market about
revolution and blood did not touch him. He feltdiKihika has no right to speak about this
way. Mugo felt a constriction in his throat. Heutmb not clap for the words did not touch
him. What right had such a young boy, probably yarrthan Mugo, to talk like that? What
arrogance? Kihika has spoken about blood as if ke drawing water in river. Mugo
reflected, a revulsion starting in his stomachhat sight and smell of blood. | hate him, he
heard himself say and frighten, he looked at Mumimndering what she was thinking.
(Ngugil6)

Mugo had no friends, nor foes, and he certainly riitl want to get involved in the
revolution. He wanted to lead a simple life awagnirthe conflict between people like Kihika
and the British. He did not want to be draggethat mess and had no wish to sacrifice his
life for the independence of his country. Hencedwe himself, he betrayed Kihika. “I wanted
to live my life. | never wanted to e involved inyéining. Then he came into my life, here, at
night like this, and pulled me into the steam. &dléd him.”(Ngugi210)
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Another thing that explains Mugo’s betrayal of Kéaiwas the extreme jealousy he
had felt toward Kihika, whom he thought had evenghand he had absolutely nothing.

However, his courage to confess at the end isiratila and allows the readers to

reason a bit with Mugo and perhaps even see harpwsitive way.

Another character that is impossible to eyadhen talking about the theme of
betrayal is Karanja. In the novel, Karanja is deggicas someone who betrayed his friends and
his people. “It was soon after you were arrestgohdrto save Wambuku, that | first heard
Karanja had joined the home-guards. | could naebelit. He had been friends of Kihika and
Gikonyo; they had taken the oath together; howabel betray them?”(Ngugil63)

When the Kenyans were taken into detention campsarfa sells the party and its
oath secrets mainly to stay with Mumbi, the womanldves. However, just like Mugo, he
believed that the white men are there to stay aod’tweave and that his people had no
chance in defeating the colonizers. His point @wis demonstrated through what he told
Mumbi when she confronted him. *“You don’t undersfaDid you want us all to die in the
Forest and Detention so that the white man couklhiere on this land alone? The white man
is strong don’t you ever forget that.”(Ngugil68) raja worked with the white men, he
oppressed and killed his own people to please thenizers and in return that gave him
power that he didn’t hesitate to use to prey orokia people. “That is when Karanja became
a chief. Soon he proved himself more terrifyingntilhe one before him. He led other home

guards into the forest to hunt down the freedortégs.”(Ngugil67)

For the sake of the power he obtained, Karanj@meished for his country gain its

freedom from the British rule.

But on the whole Karanja would rather endure the
humiliation rather than lose the good name he hald b
up for himself among the white people. He livedtiat
name and the power it brought him. At Githima, peop
believed that a complaint from him can make one los

his job. Karanja knew their fears. (Ngugi40)

Another character to talk about when it comes i® $hbject is Giyonko. Gikonyo was
one of the men who were taken into the concentrateamps and he was locked there for
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several years. But just like Karanja, he betragspiople and sells the Oath for the sake of the
same person, Mumbi, his wife. He could not beast&y away from his wife anymore thus he
did what he did and eventually got released jusint out that his wife, Mumbi betrayed him
and had a child with another man.

In nutshell, all these people are guilty ofragal; all of them regret their actions and
sought redemption. However, none was like Muge, fict that he confessed his wrong
doing in front of a large crowd, at time when peofflought of him as a hero. He was even
willing to accept whatever punishment was waitirgg him definitely makes him an
exception. In fact despite what he did, his repotabf heroism wasn’t shaken in Gikonyo'’s
head. Gikonyo even said: “He was brave insideséld. He stood much honor, praises were
heaped on him. He would have become a chief. Tellamother person who would have
espoused his soul for all the eyes to perk at” Hespd and let his eyes linger on Mumbi.
Then he looked away, ‘remember that few peopldat imeeting are fit to lift a stone against
him. Not unless I- We-too in turn open our headked for the world to look at.”(Ngugi254)
Eventually, Gikonyo recognizes that Mugo did what énd a lot of people had not the
courage to do. Subsequently, only Gikonyo saw wiigatlid as courageous, even Kanranja
and Mumbi did, despite the fact that Mugo betraykdnbi’s brother and was the reason for
his death. This is evident in the dialogue thaktplace between Mumbi and Karanja.

“l don’t know

| know. Mauwra told me

Who is Mwaura?

He works with me. When Mugo came to the meeting-
Mugo, to the meeting?

Yes. And he confessed

Confessed?

Haven't you heard? He came to the meeting andant fof us all said it. He seems to be

courageous.
Yees! She agrees [...]"(Ngugi258)
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This absolutely makes readers look at Mugo diffdyethan Karanja, Gikonyo and

others; in spite of his heinous action.
3.6 Language inA Grain of Wheat

In his collection, “Decolonizing the Mind: The pidis of using language in African
Literature”, Ngugi maintains that displacing theive language is a vital tool of colonialism.

He proceeds in telling about an incident that medleilf experienced, he says:

One of the most humiliating experiences is to d&eght speaking
in Gikuyu in the vicinity of school. The culprit wagiven corporal
punishment—three to five strokes of the cane oe battocks---
or was made to carry a metal plate around the neitk
inscriptions such as I AM STUPID or | AM A DONKEY.
(Ngugill)

That is the reason why Ngugi considers using thentzers’ language as a
“mental colonialism” that takes over the nativesltare and way of life. He also
sees it as a political tool of neocolonialism tsume control over the formally

colonized nations. (77-78)

Ketu H. Katrak, in her bodRolitics of the Female Body: Postcolonial Woment&vsi
of the Third Worldcarries the same point of view as Ngugi. She rejdw idea of devising
the world to French speaking and English speakgepfraphical areas”. In her opinion this

is still influencing the African identity. (29)

One of Ngugi’'s earliest work#, Grain of Wheatis written in English. His later
developed opinion on writing in the language of dwonizers clashes with the Nigerian
author, Chinua Achebe who as mentioned in prevochapter saw no harm in writing in
English. However, if one would compare Achebe’sliestr work, Things Fall Apartand
Ngugi's A Grain of Wheatone would certainly find out that both writersosk to produce
their works in the same manner. Both Ngugi and Aeherote their works in the English
language and both their works included words oir tbern native language. Not to mention
the proverbs and idioms which were injected for shke of demonstrating the complexity
and the richness of their native language as welc@ture and to convey the African
experience. Despite the fact that Ngugi chose ttevin the colonizers’ language at some
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point in his career, later his opinion drasticaliffers from Achebe’s. However, the reader
would certainly think of the reasons why Ngugi ahas write in English his earliest works
such afA Grain of Wheat

Modhumita Roy in his bookiNgugi Wa Thiong’o: Text and Contegives possible
answers for the question. Thereby, he says thagidgohoice of language was not random,
for Ngugi believes in that intellectuals have ralegementing societies. Ngugi had particular
aims when it comes to deciding on the aspect @juage, and most importantly Roy declares

that Ngugi did that after “many years of serioufitjpal engagement.”(165)

James Ogude says that Ngugi’'s works could ibeletl into two periods: the first
period is when he addressed the English readesaghrproducing his works in English, and
the second period is when he wrote in his natimguageGikuyu ( the native language of
Kenyans)and he addressed his Kenyan readers. But indmibds Ngugi talked about the
same nation with its culture and tradition there®gude maintains that language doesn’t

really matter and what matters is the idea expte$88)

Ngugi wrote his early works in English andrtehifted to Gikuyu, and according to
Sundy Deborah, he shifted to his own native languagcause language for him is linked to
his identity. She also point out that even wherabandoned the language of the colonizers
which is English and adapted the Gikuyu languaggigiNcontinued to add English words in
his work which for her represents Ngugi’s hybridntity.(22)

3.7 Hybridity in A Grain of Wheat

In the postcolonial framework, the idea of hgiby is very important and indeed one
of widely discussed issues. Robert J. C Youngawmasng the many critics who talked about
the idea of hybridity. To demonstrates the ideabteght up the example of the Algerian rai
music as a striking example of the culturally hglbiorm. Young explains that “As a hybrid
popular form, often working in complex and somesmeovert ways by allusion and
inference, rai has offered a creative space ofwddiion and demand, revolt and resistance,
innovation and negotiation, for many of the codictory social and economic channels
operating and developing within contemporary AlgerSociety.” (79) Basically, for Young
the Algerian rai music is hybrid because it doesfihanto the most common musical genres.

However it represents a unique combination of werimfluences.
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The notion of hyridity is very important in Ngi’'s novel, A Grain of WheatThe
author chose to demonstrate the idea of hybridhitgugh a couple of different illustrations

One of them is the work itself that is to say theywgugi chose to structure his novel.

As mentioned previously, when the notion aigaage is tackled, Ngugi's earliest
works and in particularA Grain of Wheatwere written in English. Consequently, Ngugi’'s
choice of language wasn’t at random. By contiaigtas on purpose taking into consideration
the idea that he believed that intellectuals playartant roles in building their societies.
However, what is also primordial to mention is thet thatA Grain of Wheatvas not written
purely in English. Ngugi, just like Chinua Achebadamany other postcolonial writers,
inserted words from his own native language Giksiyah as in his novel. Ngugi’'s choice of
language as well as his choice of incorporatingdsaand expressions in Gikuyu such as
“Ngai”, “Kikulachu kiko nguoni nwaka”, “Uhuru” throghout his novel overall gave his work
a hybrid outlook. It was for the sake of conveythg African experience and informing his
English audience of the complexity and richnesshefnative language as aforementioned..
Furthermore, in his bookhewing Over the West: Occidental Narratives in N@érestern
ReadingsEvan Mwangi asserts that the mixing between Englisth Gikuyu makes, Ngugi’s
works hybridized, nonetheless, he assumes that iNgurg fact mocking those Africans who

use English and he actually resents it. (83)

Another aspect which reflects the notion dbrigity is the Christian faith. Christianity
is one of the effects of colonialism. Ak Grain of Wheatthe characters are hybrid because
they are Kenyans and at the same time Christians. dstinguished character to illustrate
with is Kihika, the latter is a devout Christiane ldmbraced one prominent pillar of the white
colonizers’ identity and culture. Yet he drastigaljects the existence of the colonizers’ in
his country Kenya and for that reason, he is adfveefighter. Ironically, it is important to
point out that the one thing that seemed to triggerevolutionary spirit from the beginning
is the Christianity itself. In fact kihika is ingpd by the Biblical stories and he sees himself as
Moses. Another character who is similar to Kihiiidnen it comes to being hybrid is Mugo.
Mugo is a Kenyan, nevertheless unlike Kihika, he'tizealous at all when it comes to
fighting for his country’s independence. As a mattiefact, he favors the British colonial rule
yet at the end he starts regarding himself as dheing Messiah, another character from the
Bible. Moreover, within this context, the inclusionthe biblical verses in the work makés

Grain of Wheattself a hybrid work. In fact the title itself taken from a biblical verse.
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Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickereediept it die.
And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not thalylibat shall be, but bare grain,
it may chance of wheat, or of some other grainofit@hians 15:16 (Qtd in Ngugi3)

In addition, a lot of the natives despite embrad¢heg Christian faith, they still practice
their forefathers’ traditional beliefs. To illusteathis point is the dialogue between Wambui

and Koinandu when Wambui was explaining the Uhueparation:

A sacrifice! A sacrifice! Koinandu exclaimed, laugd.

‘And let me eat the meet. A whole ram in the forestonly ate bamboo and shoots wild pigs’
‘What do you know about sacrifice?” Wambui intetiegbjoining in the laughter.

‘Oh, we did sacrifice —with pigs- and ate the mafd¢rwards. We prayed twice a day and an
extra one before any expedition to wrest arms fimnopean farms. We stood up facing

Mount Kenya:

‘Mwenanyaga we pray that you may protect our hideou

Mwenanyaga we pray that you may hold a soft clotet as.

Mwenanyaga we pray that you may defend us behiddrafiont of our enemies.
Mwenanyaga we pray that you may courage in ourtfiear

Thai thathaiya Ngai, Thaai.(Ngugi25)

A similar point is reinforced by Edward Winston Babde Woode. In his dissertation
entitled Alternity and Hybridity in Anglophone Postcoloniglterature: Ngugi, Achebe,
P’Bitek Nwapa,maintains that despite the fact that Ngugi seemejext the westernization
of Africa. He himself happens to be the outcomehef western canon since he often uses
guotation from western authors in his own work sashwilliam Shakespeare and even the
Bible. Thereby for Woode, Nugugi’'s choice of incorating Biblical verses in his works, just
like he did in his novel Grain of Wheatnakes his work hybridized.

In a Nutshell, the notion of hybridity is cracwhen it comes to the Postcolonial

literature. Hence it isn’t a surprise that Ngugierk A Grain of Wheatontains the idea of
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hybridity for it is an example of a Postcolonial loIn A Grain of Wheatthe notion of
hybridity is demonstrated through the structurehef work itself, through the characters and
through the religion of Christianity.

3.8 Otherness inA Grain of Wheat

Another idea that is crucial in the postcolbrframework including postcolonial
literature is the idea of ‘Otherness’ or the ‘Oth&he idea of “Other” is very important i
Grain of Wheat Just as mentioned in the second chapter witlsimeBe’s novelThings Fall
Apart, the researcher quoted Simone de Beauvoir andcsts®s how otherness is related to
the idea of inferiority. This particular idea isvgiarly demonstrated in Ngugi’'s work. The
notion of the ‘Other’ is shown through differentachcters in the novel. It is clearly presented
through the way the British Colonizers whether ntenwomen perceived the colonized
people. From the beginning the British saw the &finis are backward and savages and they
saw themselves as their savers, the ones who vaurld enlightenment and civilization to
the so called primitives aka Africans. They sawirtheligious beliefs as the absolute truth;
hence they sent their missionaries to convert theyins and they used it to colonize and rob
the colonized from their property and land.

About Jesus, they could not at first undestéor how could it be that God would let
himself be nailed to a tree? The Whiteman spokihaif Love passeth all understanding.|...]
Soon people saw the white man had imperceptiblyieed more land to meet the growing
needs of his position. He had already pulled ddwengrass-thatched hut and eructed a more
permanent building. Elders of the land protestdaeyllooked beyond the laughing face of the
white man and suddenly they saw a long line of roteé strangers who carried, not the Bible,
but the sword. (Ngugil5)

Even when the British were defeated and theleldl to return back home, they still
couldn’t fathom it is the end. They believed thdtidans will not survive without the “help”
of the white man and this is shown through the Wiy Thompson lamented about the fact
that they had to go back to their country for tlylonger can stay in Kenya. However, as
much as he was saddened by the departure, deephdoielieved that it isn’'t really the end
because for him “Africa cannot, cannot do withoutdpe.” (Ngugil88)This clearly serves as
evidence that the white man never ceased to sebl#ok people as the other. Another

character who happens to be white and incarnagewhite supremacy is Dr. Lynd. In one of
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the parts in the literary work, Dr. lynd’s dog ataKaranja and in order to defend himself,
Karanja hold a stone, however, Dr Lynd sees himsaad scolding him, because she assumes
that he was throwing stones at her dog. What DndLyays reflects the poor judgment she
has for the Africans:

‘I would never have thought thisyolu- throwing stones at my dog.’

‘No stones- | did not throw stones.

‘The way you people lie-’she sdahking around at the others. Then turned to
Karanja. ‘Didn’t | catch you hotdj a stone? | should have allowed him to get at
you. Even now I've half mind to l@m.’(Ngugi50)

With going further in the novel, it is revealed ttHar. Lynd was betrayed by her
African homeboy whom she used to treat kindly. Nthedess, she proceeds on judging all
Africans as morally corrupted and as liars for fpeople’s fault. As a result, for her the

Africans are the ‘other’.

In A Grain of WheatNgugi Wa Thiong’'o shows that not only the Whiteople
regarded the black as being the other. In fact eoene Africans were convinced that they
were inferior to the Europeans, hence a lot of tisanv their traditional beliefs as barbaric
thus bad and they embraced whatever beliefs andomgi the white people throw on them.
An illustration to emphasis this idea would be theident between Kihika and his teacher
Muniu. The latter clearly denounced his own tradiéil beliefs in favor of the white people’s
thoughts and beliefs, thinking that they are backiwand bad and whatever brought by the
white people is progressive and good. On top of, thghika's teacher even seeks to
brainwash his students to believe in the idea eirtimferiority and embrace the premise of
the white superiority through the mean of education

“During a session one Sunday morning, teacher Mtadked of the circumcision of women
and called it a heathen custom.

‘As Christians we are forbidden to carry on sucicfice.’
‘Excuse me, sir!

‘Yes, Kihika.’
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“The boy stood up, trembling with fear. Even indkalays Kihika loved drawing attention on
himself by saying and doing things that he knewepttoys and girls dared not say or do. In
this case it was his immense arrogance that hddpedo survive the silence around and blurt

out:
‘That is not true, sir’
‘What!’

“Even teacher Muniu seemed scared by the suddemcsil Some of the boys hid their faces,

excited yet fearing that the wrath of the teachghtrreach them.

‘It is just the white people say that. The Bibleedonot talk about circumcising
women.’(Ngugi99-100)

Despite the fact that Kihika’'s teacher realizesrafhecking the biblical verses which
talk about the issue of circumcision that what kahsaid is actually true. He still chooses to
believe what the white man says over the book likdbelieves is the word of God. He even
describes what Kihika did as being an act of blasphand wanted to punish him to “save his
soul”, as if the words of the white man are abowe ‘word of God”. However, this is not the
only character that seems to believe in the whifgegority and sees his- her own people as
the ‘Other’. When it comes to the idea of the otfrem this aspect, there is a significant
character to highlight which is Karanja. Karanja,naentioned previously, saw that his people
had no chance to overthrow the British colonial povirhus he chose to seize the opportunity
to escape detention and stay with Mumbi in confestiie oath and betraying his own people.
Eventually, when there came the time for the wpieple to go back for where they came,
karanja was sorrowful because he refused to bd e fellow black person. Furthermore,
the fact that Karanja believed in the superiorityttee white race, is also shown through the
way he acted around white people; nervous, scardchamiliated as if he has the honor to
speak to God himself.

‘Excuse me sir!’ he cried out, wanting to cry. dohhompson walked as though he had not
seen Karanja. ‘Excuse me, sir,” Karanja raised \oge, gathering courage in despair.

Thompson turned around to face Karanja.

‘Yes?’ voice was clear, cold, distant.
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‘You are- you are-’ he swallowed some more lumppill; it made a noise as it went down

his throat, but he stood his ground ‘- are you gdiack to- to your country?’

‘Yes, yes’ the white man answered quickly, as izgled by the question. Panic seized
Karanja. He played with his fingers behind his bad& would have loved to suddenly vanish
from the earth rather than bear the chill arounkdormpson was about to move, but then

stopped.

‘What can | do for you?’ he asked, in brusque manne
‘Nothing. Nothing, sir you have been very kind.’
Thompson hastened his way

Kanraja stood in the corridor for a while and taoklirty handkerchief to rub off the sweat

from his face. (Ngugil82)

As mentioned earlier, Simone de Beauvoirdittke idea of inferiority to the notion of
the other or otherness. Therefore, when it comdseparadigms of women and men, women
are considered the other whereas men are the subfes particular point is seemed to be
agreed upon not only Simone de Beauvoir but alsg¢iButler. In her book entitleGender
Trouble: Feminism and Subversion IdentiButler sticks to the same idea of Simone de

Beauvoir, she says in the preface (1990) attaahéért book:

“For that masculine subject of desire, troubledmee a scandal with the sudden intrusion, the
unanticipated agency of a female “object” who ecgihly returns the glance, reverse the gaze,
and contest the place and authority of the fematbet” suddenly exposes his autonomy as

illusory.” xxviii

In this quote Judith Butler seems to expibeeillusion of male superiority through
pointing out the dependency of males on femalesvever, the point of focus here is the
categorization of the female as the “other” andrttae as the “subject”, which indicates the
unbalanced dynamic of the power between the twhidrwork, A Grain of Wheatseems to
highlight the same permeate. The colonized womeniravitably regarded as the “other”
hence inferior to men, and this is the norm majasittime under the patriarchal rule, where
women are oppressed and demonized. They are eegloyt men as they are ought to serve
the needs of men. Nonetheless, Ngugi does not exppse the sexism that women were
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afflicted with at the hands of the colonized mem &lso showcases their sufferings under
colonialism because of the white men. Thereby, utftderule of the white men, the Kenyan

women had to endure a double oppression.

All'in All, in Ngugi’'s work,A Grain of Wheatthe idea of the ‘other’ is demonstrated
through various characters. Nevertheless, it ies&ary to point out that the idea of the other
isn't always confined with the dynamic of colonizealonizer and this shown by Ngugi in his
work A Grain of Wheatln fact Ngugi exposes through his novel the weeydolonized people
categorized themselves as the other. This couldolstulated as one of the ramifications of
colonialism in some case. In other cases howeteqguld be traced back to their indigenous

culture.
3.9 Class as a Counter Discourse i Grain of Wheat

One of the most interesting subjects to discussaming Ngugi’s work A Grain of
Wheatis the issue of social class. According to Anieoilabba in her bookColonialism/
Postcolonialism she maintains that Marxism penetrates the caetigd colonialism as
capitalism and she mentions that this analogy wasuace of an inspiration for many anti-
colonial struggles. Loomba gives the example of &i@esaire’Discourse on Colonialim.
For her Aimé’s work “indicts colonial brutality iterms that are clearly inflected by Marxist
analysis of capitalism.”(24) She carries on sayimgt Marx stressed that human beings are
objectified and robbed from their humanity undepitaism for money and commodities
begin to stand for human relations. Moreover shietp@ut that Aimé Césaire holds the same
view as Marx as he claims that colonialism objgctifie colonized subjects and that
Colonialism equates thingification. Loomba addg flea anti-colonial intellectuals, Marxist
understanding of class struggle had to be revidibedn the colonial context race replaces
class. (24) Similarly, this exact point is reflattey Frantz Fanon in his woilkhe Wretched of
the Earth. Fanon sees that the social class is retatdte notion of race. He emphasizes that
when he said: “The cause is the consequence; youicr because you are white, you are
white because you are rich.”(32) This views aréeptéd in Ngugi's workA Grain of Wheat
where one would find that class is determined mby by wealth and race but also in relation
to gender. Furthermore, the notion of class is edtated to the idea of otherness and perhaps
for this reason Fanon saw that it is necessaryMaaist analysis is slightly stretched every

time it has to do with a colonial problem. (32)
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SinceA Grain of Wheapredominantly exposes the struggle of Kenya tarigedf the
British hegemony and gain its independence, ittisatprising that the White British people
would be on the top of the social scale as theyeveentrolling the whole country and its
economic materials. However, their position isnédrely as a result of the power that they had
in the country, but it was also because of theserdn fact from the beginning, being white,
gave them a sense of superiority over the darknskinpeople in Kenya and that actually
served as a very fundamental motive for them t@riee other people around the world

including the Kenyans.

“In the days when European and Indian immigrantestled to control Kenya-then any
thought of a black person near the seat of powes beyond the reach of the wildest
imagination.”(Ngugi39)

This particular quote from Ngugi's work stresegen more the idea that the notion of
social class is directly linked to the idea of raoeecisely the issue of the color of skin. Not
only the British were ahead of the Kenyans whemoines to the social scale, Indians
migrants who lived in Kenya were also superiortie Black Kenyans. The reason is that
Indians have a less dark skin than the Kenyanstlaaidplaces more power economically
speaking in their hands than the very dark skinKedyans. The idea of race being a
determinate of one’s class carries on interconngatiith the issue of gender. Ak Grain of
Wheat Ngugi demonstrates that in a society that igloaded with patriarchal norms-where
women were considered to be inferior to men-whitanen were an exception to the rule
because of their skin color that placed them ali®meyan men. An evidence of this would be
both Dr. Lynd’s houseboy who she used to treatligibdt she also sued to order around and
even scold sometimes. Eventually the houseboy yetrder and later on the novel it is
revealed that Dr. Lynd’s houseboy was none but K&@nandu who did what he did because
he couldn’t bear the fact that he was enslaved Wwgraan regardless of her skin color. Since
he was a part of a patriarchal community that aataally placed him on the top of the
society just for being a male. Another example Whitay evidence this point is Karanja and
the way he was treated by Dr. Lynd which indicdbed she was superior to him despite the
fact that she was a woman. “Then suddenly his thbstart working again: she had no
husband; she own a big house: why? Why should hepaa, live in a one-room
shack.”(Ngugi242)
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Another category of people who enjoyed amodmiawer are some of the Kenyans
who chose to be loyalists to the British colonizansl betray their own people. Thereby, they
were given the green light to exercise power okieirtown people. One of these loyalists is
Karanja. Karanja saw no point to fight the Britfein he thought of them as superior and also
to avoid getting dragged into the detention camqusthe Forest also to stay with Mumbi, he

sold the party and the oath secrets and joinedrbenies.

“You don’t understand. Did you want us all to diethe Forest and in Detention so that the
whiteman could live here on this land alone? Th&eman is strong. Don’t you ever forget

that. | know, because | have tasted his power. U/j1)68)

As showcased through this quote from the literaoyk, Karanja saw that his people
are incapable of defeating the white men as therlatere much stronger. Thus, he saw that
siding with the British colonizers is more bendlicio him as it gave him power. He also
exercised that power over his own people. Therghyanja was placed above his own people

in the social scale.

When it comes to the rest of the Kenyans, it is @estrated in Ngugi’s work that they
had no chance to climb the social scale. Neversselle only thing that they could do is to
work hard to collect a bit of wealth enough to fiplheir lives a bit and help their family

survive just like Mugo did and Gikonyo.

Finally, the only social category that hadahance to improve their lives is Kenyan
women. As mentioned a couple of times previouslgnyan women suffered from dual
oppressed. They were considered as inferior b¥Kémyan society for being females and they
were also undermined by white people as colonizedjests. Kenyan women were
condemned for their gender and their race and asplects determined their worth socially.

As a result of that Kenyan women were placed abtttom of the social scale.
3.10 Indegeneity as Counter discourse

In his work, entitledNgugi Wa Thiong’O,Simone Gikandi says that Ngugi rarely
invokes pre-colonial Gikuyu in his works to countiee devastating effects of imperialism, in
fact Simone Gikandi claims that Ngugi’s refusaineokes the pre-colonial world is because
it is hard to discuss the Gikuyu’s culture awaynirthe colonial experience. (14) In Ngugi’'s

Work A Grain of Wheatpne would find very little information about whabs/the Kenyan
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society’s like before the arrival of the Britishlgoizers. One of the aspects that Ngugi chose
to reveal about the pre-colonial Kenyan societihesfact that it was a matriarchal society at

some point of its history. The larger time elapaad Kenya became a patriarchal one.

“Nevertheless, his words about a woman in the thechoed in the heart, deep down in their
history, it was many, many years ago. Then womdedrthe land of Agikuyu men had no

property, they were only there to serve the whimdthe needs of women.”(Ngugil4)

Since the Kenyan society ultimately became patnglfanen were posited in leading
positions, they were considered according to tleiabaorms as superior to women. Despite
the fact that women contribute to society in mangysy their contributions are not
acknowledged at all as if they are not bringingthimg to the table. Moreover men had the
right to have as many wives as they want. “How maiwes do you have? She asked this was
her (Margery) favourite question to Africans; itga@ the day she discovered that her cook

had three wives.”(Ngugi45)

Another aspect that one would point out wtienissue of indigeneity is bought up is
the idea that Kenyans were fond of singing songhkiasact was part of their culture. As much
as one would think that singing is linked to thgfjh moments in life, the Kenyans, on the
other hand were not necessary following this idg@arently, it was part of the indigenous’
people culture to sing in time of happiness as aeglin time of crisis. They used singing as
away to express their happiness as well as upkit spirit. An example of this would be the
time of the Emergency. The natives chose to singgson order to uplift their spirit and

overcome the atrocities afflicted upon them duedionialism.

Generally speaking, it is very apparent thatreader wouldn’t know much about pre-
colonial Kenya relying on Ngugi’s work for the lattpresents a hybrid Kenya. Primary this
hybrid notion that wrapped every aspect of the Kengociety and culture is fundamentally
demonstrated through the Christian faith whichtself a landmark of the white people’s

culture.

All in All, Ngugi in his workA G rain of Wheatarely talks about Kenya before the
British stepped foot in it. On the other handsitlear that these natives no longer represent

purely their culture and indigneity as it was beftdrey were colonized.
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3.4 Conclusion

From what has been said previously in this chrapitee would conclude that Ngugi’'s
A Grain of Wheais, just like all postcolonial works, a work thabpides a counter narrative
to the literary canon that demonizes the colonébjects. Generally speaking, Grain of
Wheatrevolves around Kenya’'s struggle to break freenfithe British colonial hegemony.
With this particular topic, stories of heroes araltbrs pop out. Thereby there were several
characters in the novel who preformed heroic déadthe sake of liberating their people and
land. They, on the one hand, sought to overthravBhtish intruders who never ceased to
treat them as an ‘other’. On the other side, tte@eethose who betrayed their people and
favored the colonial rule because they believedghite supremacy and that their own people
were the ‘other’. Another social category who walseled as the other, are women. Kenyan
women suffered a double oppression, they were pex@daas another by their people because
of their gender. As they live in strictly patriaedhsociety it is almost like their fate to be
inferior to men, however, when it comes to strivilog their own country’s freedom, they

played a significant role.

Another important aspect that has been higteig) is the notion of hybridity. When it
comes to Kenyan people’s identity, Ngugi in his kv@r Grain of Wheabffered to show his
readers the hybrid identity of the Kenyans as alte$ being under the British colonization
for years. In fact the notion of hybridity is evehown through the language used by Ngugi,

not only in hisA Grain of Wheabut also in all of his works.

Another issue that is put into discussionhis tthapter is the concept of class. The
notion class is quite important in NgugiGrain of Wheatespecially, since it is discussed
under a postcolonial framework. For it is extreyneélated to other issues such as
imperialism that gives the British the upper hamdhie society and that it-self is related to the
issue of race and white supremacy. Finally the mfeelass also has to do with the issue of

gender since Kenya itself was a patriarchal society

All these related components make Ngugi'$srain of Wheata very stimulating,

thought-provoking, inspiring and an interesting kvor the postcolonial field.
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General Conclusion

As Conclusion, This work was an endeavor t@stigate how both Chinua Achebe’s
Things Fall Apart and Ngugi’'s A Grain of Wheat repent counter narratives to the colonial

discourse or the literary canon.

As it was mentioned previously in the firsapker that there is an enigma surrounding
the field of post-colonialism hence one would notegpt with a fair mind and satisfaction the
literal definition of the term post-colonialism afer colonialism. For the term colonialism is
problematic in itself. Thereby, this makes it ditfit to not only to provide a straight forward
definition to the concept post-colonialism, in féwoe difficultly touches on anything related to
post-colonialism. However, that didn't stop scheland writers’ attempts to define post-

colonialism and anything related to it even.

One of the things related to post-colonialisthe postcolonial literature. Broadly
speaking, postcolonial literature is the literattivat is produced by formally colonized people
therefore, taking this oversimplified definition§ the postcolonial literature, both Achebe’s
Things Fall Apart and Ngugi's A Grain of Wheat g@art of the postcolonial literature. Both
works provide a counter discourse or a respongbediterary canon that often undermines
the colonized people and their culture. The protessbeen shown through the analysis of
various themes in both literary works such as geradass, indigeneity, hybridity, others and

SO on as these concepts were discussed as coistiaurde.

In Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, in which ChanAchebe demonstrates the pre-colonial
Igbo community as well as glimpses of the changesight by the European colonizers that
led to the fall down of the whole community. ChinAahebe chose to demonstrate the
collapse of the Igbo society through the collapSki® protagonist Okonkow. To display how
Achebe presents a counter discourse we have touchedrious themes. One of these themes
is social class. In fact social class is relatedander which is another theme discussed in the
second chapter. According to the Igbo cultural rgrolansmen are permitted to climb the
social scale regardless of their family legacy.sTiki achieved through one’s hard work and
this itself serves as a counter narrative to thepeans who claimed that Africans were lazy.
Succeeding in obtain wealth and hence titles meleeperson a respectful member of society.
Another indicator of value in the society is bdile humber of wives a man has and children.

When a man has no titles, he isn’t respected. dhta is called a woman which bring us to
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our next theme; gender. In his work, Achebe presathis readers the stance of women in
the Igbo society as a pre-colonial society. Hestal about the patriarchal rules that govern
the Igbo society. Nevertheless, the paradoxicabtiwhen it comes to the stance of women is
the fact that the Igbo people believed in differgntldesses, there were also women who
happened to be priests and they were even morgisupean men. This showcases the
complexity of the Igbo people’s cultural norms dadiefs. We also shed light on the issue of
exile and displacement. As we come to know thdeexas part of the Igbo people’s norms.
In fact banishing served as a punishment for th@esavrongdoings. Furthermore, we
discussed an another kind of exile, experiencethbyprotagonist Okonkow after the arrival
of the white men and the changes that occurrechenvillage. Seeing all those changes
Okonkow felt like a stranger in his own land andoaign his own people who also started to
change and adopt the white men’s way of life anigio:. Other issues that were discussed
are Otherness and Euro-centrism which are alstetela some aspects. Starting with Euro-
centrism, we have mentioned that White people betlethemselves to be superior and
responsible to bring light to the “uncivilized” pgale like Africans. They saw Africans as
inferior hence as the ‘other’. White people belg\tbat their values, beliefs and culture in
general hold the absolute truth and they saw tliatahs must embrace this ‘absolute truth’
which includes predominantly the Christian faitthefe are also Hybridity, language and
Identity crisis. The common thing between the thme&ons is that all are in one way or

another an aftermath of the coming of Europeansrica and cultural clash caused by that.

Ngugi’'s a Grain of Wheatalks about Kenya’s resistance and struggle agdinest
British colonial rule till it eventually takes itedependence. As a postcolonial novel, Ngugi’s
work provides a counter narrative and we have ptesgethat through going through the same
mechanism in Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart. é8al themes were analyzed and
simultaneously presented as counter narrativebediterary canon. One of these themes is
gender. As far as Nguagi tells his readers, the ldarsociety as portrayed by the author in his
work was a patriarchal one, men were given the upaed and women were considered to be
inferior. However Ngugi tells us that at some podift history, the Kenyan society was
matriarchal. We also touched on class. During tleeiog of colonialism, The British
colonizers including white women as well as theidndmmigrants were placed at the top of
the social scale. They were in control of the couatonomically wise partly because of their
skin color. There are also the colonized people w#ll out their people and country and
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chose to be the white men underdogs and that pldead above those who refused the
British existence in their homeland. Furthermohese people worked hard to uplift their life
and climb the social scale. Considering the faat Kenya was a patriarchal society, it is only

logical that women were placed at the bottom ofttieearchy.

Other themes that were discussed aredmrand betrayal. Since Ngugi's work is a
story about a country at the verge of independeihcg,nevitable to have heroes as well as
traitors. There were those who wanted to take wizat theirs from the beginning and there
were those who favored slavery over freedom. Tlagythat they had no chance to defeat the
white man hence they sided with him to avoid hiatiwr Moreover, there is no doubt that
those who chose to side with the British colonizaw their own people as the other. They
believed that white people were superior and theyewnferior thus it was impossible to
overthrow the “almighty” white man. On the othenHawhite people saw black Kenyans as
the other even when they were defeated, they firbdljeved that African won't survive
without their help. Nevertheless, the ones who vogneressed more than any one in society
were Kenyan women. They had to endure a doubleaesmsient and oppressed. Kenyan
women were considered to be the other in the efyseacolonizers because they were black
and they were seen as the other in eyes of theirp@eple because they were women. When
it comes to the idea of hybridity, one would notibat the structure of the work in itself
reflects the idea of hybridity and it is demonsathrough Ngugi’s of Language as he writes
his work in English, he still casts few words irs mative language Gikuyu throughout his
novel and that was for the sake of conveying a agsso his non- Kenyans, refuting the
simplicity and savagery of his own people and tleeiture. Nevertheless, when Ngugi later
in his career chose to abandon the English langoagsidering the fact that it is the language
of the colonizer and start writing in Gikuyu ingdelae still chose to make room for English
words in his works and that demonstrate the euertasmpact colonization has on the
colonized people, as Ngugi could never get ridhaf hybrid reality and the same idea is
displayed through Kihika who despite being fevelgtever of the necessity for his people
to overthrow the British colonizers, he still waglavout Christian , and big aspect of the
white people’s culture. This point gave him a hghbmiature despite his refusal of the white

men existence in his land.

Generally speaking, Both Ngugi's a Grain f \@hand Achebe’s Things Fall Apart
automatically provide counter narratives to thertity canon. Both authors just like the rest of
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postcolonial figures chose to tell their side o€ tetory and respond to discriminatory

narratives and stereotypes that wrapped every fspeé their lives.
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