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UNESCO: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

ICOMOS: International Council on Monuments and Sites.

ICCROM: International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and

Restoration of Cultural Property.

IUCN: International Union for Conservation of Nature.
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Abstract

Natural and cultural world heritage constitutes one of the most significant sources through
which humanity can study the history of successive civilizations across time. It enables
societies to better understand their past, interpret their present, and plan more effectively
for the future. Heritage varies from one country to another according to its unique
characteristics, the most prominent of which is its close association with a particular region
or community. Consequently, its disappearance represents an irreversible and irreplaceable
loss. In this context, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) has assumed the responsibility of safeguarding humanity’s shared heritage, as
it embodies the living memory of peoples and reflects the customs and traditions prevailing
within specific societies. Its preservation requires a careful balance between ensuring
human well-being through the satisfaction of evolving needs and protecting heritage
resources. Natural heritage includes wildlife habitats and endangered species, while
cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible, represents the product of human creativity
throughout history. From this perspective, safeguarding heritage is essential, not only
because it preserves the common legacy of nations, but also because it contributes to the
promotion of peace, security, and sustainable development worldwide.

Keywords: cultural property, heritage, nature, UNESCO, culture



