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summary

This dissertation examines the role of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) in
achieving soft balancing within the international system, focusing on its position as an emerging
actor in the Eurasian region and its reliance on non-military tools such as economic and
diplomatic cooperation.

The study outlines the evolution of the SCO from a security-based framework to a
multidimensional organization that includes security, economic, and political cooperation, while
highlighting the opportunities created by the shift toward a multipolar international order.

It also discusses the main internal and external challenges facing the organization, concluding
that the SCO can contribute to reshaping aspects of the international balance, but its
effectiveness depends on internal cohesion and global conditions.



