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Abstract: This study examines the role of artificial intelligence
intransforming the methods of strategic deterrence, using the US-
Chinese rivalry as an analytical model. The study aims to
demonstrate how Al has transcended being merely a technical
tool to become a fundamental strategic variable that has reshaped
concepts of power and sovereignty. It has shifted deterrence from
reliance on traditional material and nuclear power to "smart,
multi-domain deterrence" that integrates military and non
military tools, relying on algorithmic speed, informational
superiority, and autonomous weapons systems (such as drone

swarms and killer robots). The study highlights the fundamental




contrast between the decentralized American model, based on
public-private partnerships and the leadership of major
technology companies, and the centralized Chinese model, based
on state-directed planning and the "civil-military integration"
initiative, aiming for global leadership in this field by 2030. The
study concludes that this technological arms race imposes
unprecedented legal, ethical, and financial challenges, manifested
in the absence of binding international frameworks to regulate
autonomous weapons, the problem of determining criminal
liability for machine errors, and the risks of spontaneous escalation
of conflicts, especially in tension zones like Taiwan and the South
China Sea. Therefore, the study emphasizes the necessity of
moving towards comprehensive global governance of Al and
enhancing strategic dialogue between Washington and Beijjing to
manage this dangerous rivalry and avoid its catastrophic

repercussions on global stability




