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Abstract

This study examines the mechanisms for initiating and extinguishing public actions in
Algerian legislation, focusing on the fundamental shift brought about by the new Law
No. 25-14 (dated August 3, 2025), which superseded Ordinance No. 66-155 that had
been in effect for decades. The core problem explores how successfully the legislator
balanced judicial efficiency and swift adjudication with the preservation of fair trial
guarantees and defense rights.

Utilizing descriptive, analytical, and comparative methodologies, the study is
structured into two main chapters: the first addresses both traditional and newly
introduced mechanisms for initiating public actions (such as appearance based on a
guilty plea), while the second focuses on conventional and alternative grounds for
extinguishment (such as criminal mediation and conditional dismissal). The study
concludes that the Algerian legislature has transitioned toward a model of "negotiated
justice,"” which introduces new human rights challenges that require balancing
expedited procedures with the rights of the accused.

Keywords

Public Action — Initiation of Action — Extinction of Action — Code of Criminal
Procedure — Law No. 25-14 — Public Prosecution — Negotiated Justice — Penal Order —
Criminal Mediation — Plea Bargaining — Statute of Limitations — Judicial Efficiency —
Fair Trial Guarantees — Criminal Policy.
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