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Abstract:

The concept of public interest is a central pillar in Algerian administrative
law, as it justifies administrative intervention in various fields of public life in
order to achieve a balance between individual and collective interests. Over
time, this concept has evolved both historically and legally to become a standard
for controlling the legality of administrative decisions and limiting abuses of
power. Its protection is ensured through administrative and judicial mechanisms,
mainly internal and external administrative control, as well as the role of
administrative courts and public prosecution. In practice, it is implemented
through mechanisms such as expropriation for public utility and the protection
of public order in areas such as security, health, and public tranquility. Despite
the development of the legal framework, the protection of public interest still
faces challenges related to conceptual ambiguity, the limits of discretionary
power, and the effectiveness of control mechanisms.
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