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Abstract:

This study explores the new dimensions of Turkey’s strategy in the Sahel
region of Africa, analyzing the geopolitical changes since 2011, particularly the
decline of traditional French influence and the rise of Turkey as a significant
regional actor. The research adopts a multidimensional analytical approach,
combining the assessment of soft power tools (humanitarian aid, education,
cultural and religious ties) with hard power mechanisms (security and military
cooperation, defense industry exports). The findings reveal that Turkey has
adopted a “smart power” policy and achieved a balanced presence that integrates
development, security, and economic partnerships, despite internal challenges
within the Sahel states and intense international competition. The study
recommends focusing on sustainable development and expanding community
engagement to ensure the sustainability and effectiveness of Turkey’s smart
diplomacy model.

Keywords: Turkey, Sahel Africa, smart power, geopolitical transformations,
international competition.






