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Abstract

This study examines the legal framework of commercial books and their
probative value in evidence under Algerian legislation, focusing on the
sanctions resulting from the failure to maintain them. The study aims to
clarify how the legislator regulates the merchant's obligation to keep
commercial books—whether traditional or electronic—and the extent to
which it deviates from the general rules of evidence in civil law by
allowing merchants to rely on their own records as evidence in their
favor.

The study concludes that commercial books serve as a reflection of the
merchant's financial position, and their legal admissibility is strictly
linked to their regularity and compliance with legal requirements. It also
highlights the severity of the civil and criminal sanctions (particularly in
cases of bankruptcy) imposed by the legislator to ensure professional
discipline. Furthermore, the study addresses the growing role of
electronic commercial books in light of the digital transformation of
commercial transactions.

Keywords: Commercial Books, Merchant, Evidence, Legal
Admissibility, Sanctions, Algerian Commercial Law.









