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Abstract:

This paper examines the polluter pays principle in Algerian legislation as one of
the fundamental principles of contemporary environmental law aimed at achieving a
balance between the requirements of economic development and environmental
protection. This is done by analyzing its conceptual framework, explaining its
foundations and evolution, and then studying the extent to which it is enshrined
within the national legal system, as well as evaluating the effectiveness of the legal
and fiscal mechanisms adopted for its application on the ground.

The study adopted a descriptive and analytical approach to examine the legal
texts governing environmental protection in Algeria. It concluded that the Algerian
legislator has enshrined this principle in several texts; however, the effectiveness of
its application still faces challenges related to weak monitoring, difficulty in
assessing environmental damage, and lack of environmental awareness. This calls for
strengthening the legislative framework, activating monitoring mechanisms, and
spreading environmental culture to achieve effective legal protection for the
environment.

Keywords: Polluter pays principle, environmental protection, Algerian legislation,
sustainable development, environmental responsibility, environmental fees.






