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UN
UNEP
FAO
WHO
UNESCO

WMO
IPCC
GEF

IHP

CHlJ

GEO
ESD
SDGs
ECOSOC

ALl dpantl)
United Nations
United Nations Environment Programme
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
World Health Organization
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization
World Meteorological Organization
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
Global Environment Facility
International Hydrological Programme
Cour internationale de Justice
Global Environment Outlook
Education for Sustainable Development
Sustainable Development Goals
Economic and Social Council
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Abstract

This study examines the role of specialized international agencies in environmental protection
as key institutional actors within international environmental law. It focuses on their legal
nature, functional specialization, institutional relationship with the United Nations, and their
legal basis under Articles 55, 57 and 63 of the United Nations Charter.

The study concludes that specialized agencies, such as the Food and Agriculture Organization,
the World Health Organization, UNESCO, and the United Nations Environment Programme,
play an essential role in addressing global environmental challenges. Their contribution is
reflected in standard-setting, scientific expertise, technical assistance, environmental
monitoring, and support for national environmental policies. However, their effectiveness
remains limited by several constraints, including state sovereignty, the non-binding nature of
many environmental recommendations, overlapping institutional mandates, and limited
financial resources.

The study recommends strengthening coordination among international agencies, improving
funding mechanisms, and reinforcing the legal effect of international environmental
standards. It also emphasizes the need for Algeria to deepen its cooperation with these
agencies in order to align its national legislation with contemporary international
environmental standards.

Keywords :

Specialized international agencies; environmental protection; international environmental
law; United Nations Environment Programme; sustainable development; national sovereignty.



