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Abstract :

This thesis revolves around investigating the psychological dimension in
contemporary Arabic narrative, taking the works of Ghassan Kanafani in his short story
collection "Land of Sad Oranges" as a model for study and analysis. The study seeks to
trace the trajectory of the development of the Arabic and Palestinian short story leading up
to Kanafani’s pioneering role, with a focus on employing the psychological approach to
deconstruct the worlds of the characters and the shocks, alienation, and existential anxiety
they experience as a result of displacement and loss. The thesis concludes that Kanafani
succeeded in transforming national suffering from a mere political event into a profound
human tragedy, using a narrative language that delves into the depths of the human psyche
and portrays the impact of defeat and displacement on the Arab consciousness, making his
text a living laboratory where the aesthetics of art intersect with the complexities of human

psychology.
Keywords: story, psychoanalysis, Palestinian literature, Ghassan Kanafani.



