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Research Abstract:

This dissertation addresses the concept of “*Amud al-Shi‘r” (the Poetic Canon)
as one of the foundational concepts in classical Arabic literary criticism, closely
associated with establishing precise criteria for evaluating poetry and judging its
quality in terms of diction, meaning, and artistic structure.

The study begins by defining the theoretical framework of the Poetic Canon and
its main characteristics, then moves to an analytical examination of its manifestations




in the practical criticism of al-Amid1 through al-MuwazanabaynaAbiTammamwa al-
Buhturt, where his tendency appears toward criteria such as sound composition,
correctness of meaning, eloguence and linguistic integrity, and accurate description,
with a preference for poetry that is closer to the traditional Arabic model based on
clarity and balance.

The study also examines the concept of the Poetic Canon in the thought of Qad1
al-Jurjant in al-Wasatabayna al-Mutanabbiwa-Khusimih, where the notion appears
more flexible and expansive, being linked to rhetorical coherence, harmony between
expression and meaning, semantic dignity, and a greater openness to imagination.

The dissertation further explores critical attitudes toward adherence to or
departure from the Poetic Canon, revealing a division between supporters who regard
it as an authentic embodiment of Arabic aesthetic taste, and opponents who see it as a
rigid framework that restricts poetic creativity and innovation. Ultimately, the study
concludes that this concept has remained a powerful presence in shaping the critical
consciousness of classical Arabic literary tradition.

Keywords: Poetic Canon, criticism, al-Amidi, al-Jurjani, criteria.




