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The research examines the development of the concept of
argumentation from the Greek era with the Sophists, Plato
and Aristotle up to the New Rhetoric of Perelman and Tyteca
who established a theory of argumentation based on
influence and persuasion through probable arguments rather
than logical proof alone. The research also highlights the role
of literature especially satirical discourse in employing
argumentative mechanisms for persuasion and exposing
social contradictions through a style that combines humor
and criticism It takes The Book of Misers as an applied
model showing how Al-Jahiz employed satire, dialogue, and

rhetorical and logical arguments to persuade the recipient
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through the miserly characters who seek to justify their
behavior and defend their positions, in a manner consistent
with Perelman’s conceptions of argumentation and influence

on the recipient.
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