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Abstract :

This study, entitled "Feminist Writing and the Question of Gender: An
Approach to Epistemological Foundations and Applied Mechanisms," uses the
novel "Wadi al-Henna" by Jamila Talbawi as a model for semiotic application. The
study aims to explore the dialectical relationship between feminist creative texts and
intellectual concepts related to gender, and how these concepts function within the
narrative structure.

The research adopted a two-part plan for the chapter. The first chapter was
dedicated to the theoretical aspect, in which we examined feminist theory by tracing
its first intellectual and social precursors, leading up to the formation of its
epistemological origins. We also paused at the question of gender, as a central
analytical category that seeks to dismantle traditional dichotomies and understand
how gender is represented in literary discourse.

As for the second chapter, it moved from theorizing to procedural practice
through a semiotic approach in the novel (Wadi al-Henna) by Jamila Talbawi. In
this part, we focused on analyzing the signs, symbols, and connotations that formed
the narrative text, while interrogating the implicit patterns that reflect the writer’s
vision of the world and the female self, and how she employed semiotic language to
embody issues of gender and identity.

The study concluded with a number of results, most notably that the novel
was not merely a narration of events, but rather a cognitive space that reshapes
women’s awareness of themselves and others, utilizing semiotic techniques to give
deep semantic dimensions to the question of gender.



