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Abstract

This dissertation examines satire and invective in political poetry through an interpretive
approach to Watariyyat Layliyya by the Iraqi poet Muzaffar al-Nawwab. The study is based
on a central question: how does al-Nawwab employ satire and invective in his poetry, and
what semantic and interpretive dimensions do these techniques reveal within the context of
The research adopts an interpretive method, supported by Arab political criticism?
descriptive-analytical and historical approaches, in order to read the poetic text in relation
to both its artistic structure and political context. The first chapter presents the theoretical
framework of satire and invective by defining both concepts in classical Arabic criticism,
distinguishing satire from irony, paradox, and invective, and tracing their transformation
in modern political poetry. The second chapter analyzes the manifestations of satire in
Watariyyat Layliyya, focusing on paradox, deviation, satirical imagery, repetition, rhythm,
and political and religious intertextuality. The third chapter studies invective as a protest
discourse, examining its artistic mechanisms and its political and interpretive dimensions.
The study concludes that satire and invective in Watariyyat Layliyya are not merely
rhetorical devices, but rather deep intellectual and aesthetic structures. Satire reveals the
contradiction between political discourse and lived reality, while invective exposes
authority and unmasks its falsity. Thus, the collection represents a significant model of
modern Arab political poetry, in which language becomes a tool of resistance, exposure,
and interpretation.

Keywords: Satire, Invective, Political Poetry, Muzaffar al-Nawwab, Watariyyat Layliyya,
Interpretation, Protest Discourse.



