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Abstract
This study aims to highlight the role of Sufis in the Central Maghreb during the Almohad
and Zayyanid periods, and to examine the nature of their relationship with both political
authority and society between the 6th and 8th centuries AH (12th—14th centuries AD). The
study adopts a historical and analytical approach through the examination of historical
sources, biographies, and Sufi literature.
The research discusses the emergence of Sufism in the Islamic Maghreb, its main
characteristics, trends, and schools, with a particular focus on the role played by zawiyas
and Sufi orders in religious, social, and cultural life. It also explores the attitudes of
Maghrebi states, especially the Almohads and the Zayyanids, toward Sufis. While the
Almohads often adopted a policy of caution and surveillance, the Zayyanids favored
rapprochement and patronage.
The study demonstrates that Sufis were not isolated spiritual groups, but rather influential
social actors who contributed to education, social reform, and assistance to the poor and
needy, in addition to strengthening the political legitimacy of certain rulers. The research
also sheds light on prominent Sufi figures of the Central Maghreb, such as Abu Madyan
Shu‘ayb and Ibn Qunfudh al-Qusantini, and their scholarly and spiritual contributions.
The study concludes that Sufism constituted a fundamental component of religious, social,
and political life in the Central Maghreb, and that the zawiyas evolved into influential
Institutions combining spiritual, educational, social, and political functions.
Keywords:
Sufism, Central Maghreb, Almohad State, Zayyanid State, Zawiyas, Sufis, Abu Madyan
Shu‘ayb






	شيد أبو الحسن المريني مدرسة العباد سنة 747هـ/1346م قرب مسجد ضريح سيدي أبي مدين، الذي أقامه الموحدون سنة 738هـ/1339م. وأصبح مسجد العباد من أهم المؤسسات العلمية بتلمسان.
	في البداية كان المكان رباطًا يجتمع فيه العابدون للعبادة والجهاد. سنة 688هـ/1289م زار تلمسان شخص يعرف بالعباد، فاشتهر المكان به. وانقسم العباد تاريخيًا إلى:
	العباد السفلي فيه عدة مساجد، منها مسجد قرب عين وانزوتة، وآخر شرق ضريح الشيخ محمد السنوسي، وثالث قرب ضريح سيدي المجاصي، ورابع هو مسجد سيدي أبي إسحاق الطيار .
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