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Abstract :

This study aims to highlight the role of intra-African trade in achieving economic
integration within the African continent by analyzing the reality of trade
exchanges among African countries and examining the major factors affecting
them. It also sheds light on the role of the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) in strengthening regional economic cooperation. The study relied on
both descriptive and analytical approaches in order to address the theoretical and
practical aspects related to intra-African trade and economic integration. It was also
based on a set of recent reports and statistics issued by international and African
economic institutions. The study concluded that intra-African trade still remains
below the desired level despite the continent’s enormous economic potential. This
is mainly due to several obstacles, including weak infrastructure, high
transportation costs, and the persistence of tariff and non-tariff barriers. The study
also found that the African Continental Free Trade Area Agreement represents a
strategic opportunity to enhance intra-African trade, achieve economic
development, and strengthen continental intégration.

Keywords: Intra-African Trade — Economic Integration — Africain Continental
Free Trade Area — AfCFTA — Economic Development.
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Intra-
. s Total Volume and
African Diversification & o )
REC/Region Rank N Rank |sophistication of intra-| Rank
Trade Sophistication .
African Trade
Flows
AMU 0.1621 8 0.4075 2 0.2848 8
CENSAD 0.2004 6 0.4006 4 0.3005 6
COMESA 0.2791 2 0.3967 5 0.3379 2
EAC 0.2525 3 0.392 6 0.32225 4
ECCAS 0.1907 7 0.3854 7 0.28805 7
ECOWAS 0.2453 4 0.4035 3 0.3244 3
IGAD 0.2186 5 0.3895 8 0.30405 5
SADC 0.3579 1 0.4119 1 0.3849 1
African Union 0.2448 - 0.4072 - 0.326

Source : AUC compilation
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