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Abstract:

This study examines the protection of the archaeological environment within the
framework of international humanitarian law, considering it an essential component of the
cultural and civilizational heritage and collective memory of peoples. It aims to define the
concept and significance of the archaeological environment and to examine the nature of
the legal protection afforded to it during armed conflicts by analyzing the rules and
principles of international humanitarian law concerning the protection of cultural and
archaeological property against targeting, destruction, and looting. The study also
addresses the principal relevant international conventions and instruments, particularly the
1954 Hague Convention, UNESCO conventions, the Geneva Conventions, and the Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court, while examining the forms of international
responsibility arising from attacks against archaeological property, including State
responsibility and individual criminal responsibility. The study adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach to examine relevant concepts, rules, and international legal provisions,
complemented by a historical approach to trace the development of international
protection. It concludes that international humanitarian law provides an important legal
basis for protecting archaeological property during armed conflicts. However, the
effectiveness of such protection faces challenges related to difficulties in implementation,
the continuation of armed conflicts, looting and illicit trafficking of cultural property, and
weaknesses in certain monitoring and enforcement mechanisms. The study emphasizes the
importance of strengthening international cooperation, developing accountability
mechanisms, establishing databases of archaeological sites, and enhancing the role of
specialized international organizations. It concludes that protecting the archaeological
environment requires the integration of international rules with national legislation and the
effective implementation of enforcement mechanisms to preserve and safeguard cultural
heritage for future generations.

Keywords: Archaeological Environment; Cultural Heritage; International Humanitarian
Law; Cultural Property; Armed Conflicts.



