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Summary:

This study highlights the status and role of the family in child-rearing and upbringing within
the societies of the Islamic West during the medieval period. It examines the criteria for family
formation, the legal rulings governing marriage and divorce, and the nature of family dwellings in
both urban and rural settings. Furthermore, it sheds light on the physical and health-related care
provided to the mother, the fetus, and the newborn—spanning the stages of pregnancy through to
breastfeeding and early childhood care. The study also reviews the religious customs and etiquettes
associated with welcoming a newborn—such as *tahnik* (rubbing the palate with a date), the
*adhan* (call to prayer), the *agigah* (naming and sacrifice ceremony), and the selection of a good
name—in addition to outlining the educational methods employed for teaching the Quran, instilling

discipline, and fostering moral upbringing, as well as their role in character development.
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