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Abstract:

Gao was one of the most important cities and cultural centers in the Western
Sudan region during the Islamic era. It played a vital commercial role between
the northern and southern Sahara between the 6th and 9th centuries AH (12th
and 13th centuries CE). This historical period was a prosperous time for the
city, thanks to its trade. Gao was also distinguished by the variety of goods
traded, both imported and exported, which gave it significant importance
compared to other major trading cities. Among the most important traded

goods were salt, glass, slaves, copper, ivory, and gold.

Keywords: Gao, Niger River, trade routes.




